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The Book of Books 


THE BIBLE 


HAsT thou ever heard 
Of such a book? The Author, God Himself; 
The subject, God and man, salvation, life 
And death... - 
Most wondrous Book! bright candle of the Lord! 
Star of eternity! the only star 
By which the bark of man could navigate 
The sea of life, and gain the coast of bliss 
Securely! only star which rose on Time, 
And on its dark and troubled billows, . 
. threw a ray 
Of heaven’s own light, and to the hills of God, 
The eternal hills, pointed the sinner’s eye. 
By prophets, seers, and priests, and sacred bards, ° 
Evangelists, apostles, men inspired, 
And by the Holy Ghost anointed, .. .- 
This Book, this holiest, this sublimest Book, 


Was sent... - 


This Book, this holy Book, on every line 
Marked with the seal of high divinity, 
On every leaf bedewed with drops of love 
Divine, and with the eternal heraldry 
And signature of God Almighty stamped 
From first to last, this ray of sacred light, 
This lamp, from off the everlasting throne, 
Mercy took down, and, in the night of Time 
Stood, casting on the dark her gracious bow; 
And evermore beseeching men, with tears 
And earnest sighs, to read, believe, and live. 


__“ The Course of Time,’’ Robert Pollok, 
book 2, pars. 17, 19. 
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© KEYSTONE 
Every Man in His Own Tongue 


At the close of the year 1925 the Bible could be bought, as a whole or in part, 
‘ in 835 languages. (See page 125 for complete list.) 


THE UNIVERSALITY OF THE BOOK 


Go where you will over the world, you will find the 
Book. It is the most discussed Book, the most widely 
distributed Book, in the world. No other book arouses 
such fierce opposition, and yet wins such ardent sup- 
port. It is the most cordially hated, as well as the most 
devotedly loved, Book in the world. 

Regardless of what attitude a person may take 
toward the Bible, he cannot ignore it. It presses its 
challenge upon every one. Again and again through 
the years its teachings have become the subject of 
widespread discussion and agitation. Its stupendous 
claim to be the word of Jehovah-God has held the 
attention of the best minds of the world. For centu- 
ries it has occupied the center of the stage of the reli- 
gious world.. Again and again its claims have been 
denied and refuted, but never permanently. It has 
been overthrown, demolished, and ridiculed, only to 
outlive its detractors, and to demolish utterly their ref- 
utations. No weapon which has been formed against 
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it has succeeded. Through the centuries it has persisted 
with a tenacity altogether unparalleled. Its influence 
reaches all over the world today, as that of no other 
book ever known. 


Its Universal Appeal 


The Bible is one of the greatest facts in the history 
of the world. It is universal in its appeal. While it is 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


The Bible in the Tepee 


This native American Indian girl found a written language and a hope for the 
uture in the Indien Bible. 


an Oriental Book in its origin and background, its 
teachings carry a profound appeal to, and wield a 
strong influence. over, every people and every race on 
the globe. It influences every type of mind, every de- 
gree of intellect, every gradation of life. Prince and 
peasant, mechanic and artisan, ruler and subject, la- 
borer and employer, learned and unlearned, all alike 
read the fascinating pages, and are benefited thereby. 

Children read its stories with pleasure; philosophers 
ponder its profound wisdom; scholars are moved by its 
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sublime statements; and lost men eagerly grasp the 
salvation it holds forth. Sick-rooms are’ brightened 
and cheered by its psalms, which are caroled alike by 
the child at school, the mother over her infant, and 
the bereaved over the grave. 

In a world undiscovered for hundreds of years after 
its writing was completed, thousands of miles away 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY rs 
The Negro’s Best Friend 


from the land that gave it birth, in a civilization un- 
dreamed of by those who lived when it was produced, 
and in a language unknown alike at Athens, Jerusalem, 
and Rome, it rules as lovingly and as forcefully as in 
its native soil. 
For All Ages 

It is not a Book of one age, or one race, or one 
language. In all ages its sway is constant. Among all 
races it exercises its astonishing power. In all lan- 
guages it runs its course, and is glorified. That its 
power is not derived from race or clime is demonstrated 
when it is taken to savage, cannibal islands, and con- 


a ene 
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verts head-hunters into civilized nations; when it trans- 
forms barbarians into peaceful, law-abiding citizens; 
when it changes a wild, native warrior into an editor 
of a paper, and a negro slave into the president of an 
African republic. It changes human lives wherever 
its teachings are followed. 

It is a Book which is closer to the human heart 
than any other book. It meets the needs of humanity 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Stalwart Carriers of the Scriptures for the Colporteurs in Siam 


in every state and condition. It is suited to men in 
all circumstances, rich and poor, educated and ignorant. 
It has something of profit for all classes. 


Molded Human Thought 
No other book has so molded the minds and thoughts 
of men as has this Book. Out of its teachings political 
constitutions have been framed, and entire literatures 
have been profoundly influenced. This Book has en- 
tered into human thinking to a degree little realized. 
If by some satanic miracle the language and thought 
and imagery and truth of the Bible, wherever found, 
and by whomever repeated and employed, were stricken 
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out of existence, men would begin to realize how pro- 
foundly this Book has influenced the world. The sweet- 
est passages of the world’s greatest writers would be 
changed into unmeaning nonsense. A vast sweep of 
literature would become worthless. Men would be 
amazed at the disclosure that where the greatest genius 
has been displayed, there is the greatest drawing on 
the thoughts and language and imagery and teachings 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY ‘ 
Bullock Loads of Bibles for Africa 


of the Book. For the first time some adequate idea 
would be- formed of the extent to which the Bible has 
molded and influenced the intellectual and moral life of 
this planet for the last twenty centuries, how closely 
it has fused itself with the habits of thought and modes 
of expression of humanity, and how naturally and 
widely its comprehensive and ageless imagery and lan- 
guage have been introduced into human writings through 
the centuries. 


Whence Came This Book? 


Translated into eight hundred languages, used by 
nearly nine tenths of the inhabitants of the earth, the 
Book is everywhere. It wields an influence beyond cal- 
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culation. And yet men are not agreed about it. Is it 
God’s Book, or man’s book? Is it of heavenly origin, 
or earthly? Is it the product of divine or human mind? 
Is it God speaking to men, or just men reasoning about 
God? 

These questions confront us all. The Book is here. 
Ic will not be ignored. It grows through the years. 


sett Ga AT Hibio\ Coipebees of the Andes Mountains, South eaericn 
Its influence has not weakened. The twentieth cen- 
tury, with all its progress and advancement, has not 
lessened its power. Great as its past triumphs have 
been, it does not appear to have finished its course and 
reached the end of its influence. Translated into eight 
hundred languages, spoken by nearly fifteen hundred 
millions of men, carried by tens of thousands of her- 
alds to every corner of the habitable globe, it is still 
going forth conquering and to conquer. 

No other book is so generally read, so greatly loved, 
so ardently propagated, so widely distributed, so cer- 
tain in its results, so powerful and blessed in its influ: 


The Universality of the Book 13 


ences. It stands out alone, clear and distinct, separate 
from and above every other book in the world. 

With increased emphasis, therefore, comes our ques- 
tion, Is it a true Book? Surely, the Book and every- 


“Bread engugh 
and to spare? 


a i ive! u; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall 
Ask, and ete pe epened ‘unto you.” Matt. 7:7. 


ane connected with it—its history, j its origin, its 
authority, its purpose, its power, and its teachings — 
are worthy of analysis and study, in an effort to obtain 
a right answer to this question, so big with importance 
and eternal possibilities. 
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STATUE OF GUTENBERG, AT STRASSBURG 
The inventor of modern printing from movable type, aud publisher of the first 


Bible printed from type, 1456 A. 


* 


Gutenberg Showing His First Printed Proof of the Bible 


THE HISTORY OF THE BOOK 


THE Book which is found in all the world is not a 
new Book. It has a long, an honorable, and a most 
fascinating history. Instead of tracing that history 
down from the beginning, it will be better, because 
skeptics challenge the antiquity of this Book, to trace 
it back from the present. 

There are some who pretend to believe, and who 
endeavor to get others to believe, that it is not so old 
a Book as it claims to be. They like to claim that it 
is a fraud, foisted upon credulous dupes as very old 
and venerable, when, in reality, so they declare, it is 
a comparatively modern production. Thus would they 
discredit both its story and its teachings. 

We are told that it was not written by the men 
whose names are connected with its various parts; that 
these men never really existed, but were invented by 
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the deceivers who actually wrote the Bible; and that, 
therefore, the Bible is a forgery to begin with, an im- 
position, the fruit of depraved hearts, lying tongues, 
and corrupt minds. 


Has a Lie Such Power? 


Of course, to every rational being it would be suf- 
ficient to reply to this by pointing out the work which 
the Bible accomplishes wherever it is accepted and 
followed. A lying forgery has no power to transform 
human lives into the likeness of the divine. Lying, 
lustful, murdering idolaters cannot be changed by the 
millions into honest, peaceable, virtuous men by telling 
them a great lie. It does not appear possible to any 
but a very biased and scrambled brain that men could 
lie so well, while at the same time teaching their fol- 
lowers such principles as, ‘‘ Lie not one to another,” 
and, “ All liars shall have their part in the lake which 
burneth with fire and brimstone,” as to turn immense 
multitudes of wicked men, as a consequence of such 
lying, to a life of virtue and purity and honesty and 
truthfulness. There is no such power in a lie, even 
though it be well told. 

There can be no denying the fact that the people 
who possess and receive and follow the Bible are the 
most advanced people in the world. The nations that 
have received and circulated and given freedom to the 
Bible are the nations that are at the forefront of hu- 
man progress ‘and development. The nations where 
civilization prevails, where the blessings of human 
progress are most widespread, are the nations that 
possess the Bible. The lands: where the people have 
good clothing and comfortable homes, and work well- 
tilled farms; who have intelligence to harness power- 
ful streams to do their work, to build railways, and 
invent labor-saving machinery; who erect churches in 
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all their towns and schools in every village; whose 
blacksmiths are thus made wiser than the priests of 
Egypt, and their Sabbath school scholars more learned 
than the philosophers of Greece, are lands where the 
Book has free course and is glorified. 

These things in themselves are sufficient answer to 
the foolish charge that the Book is a fraud and an 
imposition. 

Nothing is quite so dogmatic in the investigation 
of the truth of the Bible as to dismiss the whole matter 
out of hand with the assertion that the whole thing 
is a fraud. This is not investigation at all. It is the 
blind refusal to investigate. It is the quintessence of 
dogmatism. 

Tracing Its History 

The better method is to begin at the present time, 
and carefully trace the history of the records and doc- 
uments back to the time when the Book was written. 
It ought not to prove impossible to begin with the 
Bible as we now have it, and proceed from one well- 
determined position to another, until we have covered 
the whole ground of the genuineness of the writings, 
the truth of the story, and the authority of the teach- 
ings of this great Book. 

Indeed, the question of the truth of the Bible can- 
not be worth considering until such an investigation 
has been made. It is not really worth while inquiring 
whether the*Bible is inspired by God, if it be in reality 
a forgery of impostors. We hold in abeyance, then, 
the question as to whether the Bible is true until we 
know where it came from, and who wrote it, and how 
it came to us. 

We begin, therefore, with the fact, which no one 
will dispute, that the Bible is in the world. It is here 
in many languages. The majority of the earth’s in- 
habitants can read it in their own tongue. It is found 
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around all the circle of the earth. It is everywhere in 
the world. 
A Very Old Book 

Tt has been here a long time. As long as the oldest 
person now living can remember it has been in exist- 
ence. We learned its 
stories in our childhood. 
We repeated its sublime 
poetry and parables and 
proverbs in school. And 
the old men of our child- 
hood told us they had 
done the same when they 
were children. So it has 
been here a long time. 
It is printed by Bible 
societies; but only the 
very, very ignorant be- 
lieve it originated with 
them. 

Very old copies are 
still in existence. ‘They 
can be seen in many 
libraries, and the dates 
when they were printed show clearly on their title pages. 
They can be traced back, copy after copy, through the 
nineteenth, the eighteenth, the seventeenth, the sixteenth 
century, to the very beginning of the art of printing. 
Indeed, standing in a museum in Europe is the first 
printing press ever made. Down at its side is the first 


The Original Gutenberg Printing Press 


book ever printed, a copy of the Bible in Latin. So the . 


Book is as old, we know, as the art of printing itself. 


Older Than the Art of Printing 
But when we have reached the beginning of the 
art of printing, we have not reached the beginning of 
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the Bible. It is older than that. In the British Museum 
in London is an incomplete copy of Wycliffe’s transla- 
tion of the Bible, translated into English in the year 
1380. Hence we know that the Book is more than five 
hundred years old. 

But the Bible goes back beyond 1380. Wycliffe 
translated it from another language. Many copies are 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
A Portion of the Type Page of the First Gutenberg Bible 


still in existence, numbering thousands, in other lan- 
guages. It was translated into the Greek, the Arme- 
nian, the Coptic, the Egyptian, the Arabic, in the early 
centuries of the Christian era, and many of these cop- 
ies are in the possession of men and institutions today. 
They can be seen and handled and read and studied. 

These copies, when one learns to read them, will 
be found to be the same Bible that we know today. 
In them will be found the same studies, the same Gos- 
pels, the same epistles, the same wonders, the same 
miracles, the same parables, the same teachings, as in 
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the Book we have in our homes in a more modern dress 
and language. And some of these manuscripts of books 
of the New Testament date back well into the fourth 
and even into the third century of the Christian era. 
So we know the Bible is very old. 


INTERNATIONAL 
A Copy of the First Edition of the Gutenberg Bible 
Over 470 years old, bought at auction in New York City for $106,000 


This is not, however, to intimate even for a moment 
that age gives authority to the writings that have come 
down to us from remote times in the form of what we 
now call the Bible. Their authority rests upon very 
different grounds, as we shall show. 

For the purpose of answering carping critics, how- 
ever, let us see if we can learn how old the Bible is. 
It is a matter of common knowledge that the entire 
Old Testament was translated into Greek before the 
time of Christ, the work beginning in the days of 


Ptolemy Philadelphus, B. c. 289, and continuing at inter-. 
vals until B. c, 150, when the translation was finished... . 
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How Its Age Is Known 
Very often the inquiry is made in this connection as 
to how we know the age of the New Testament manu- 
scripts. How can it be determined that a manuscript 
belongs to an early century instead of a much later 
century? Deception is sometimes practised in such 


Translating the Bible in 1532 
From left to right: Melanchthon, Luther, Pomeranus, and Cruciger 
matters. How can we be sure that there is no decep- 
tion in connection with the manuscripts of the Bible? 
It is true that there is deception in connection with 
old manuscripts, sometimes. But there is not much, 
and usually it is discovered very readily. It is not easy 
to deceive in matters of this kind. Men did not write 
eighteen centuries ago in the same way that we write 
now. Books were not made then as they are made now. 
Changes in manners and customs and practices are con- 
stantly occurring. By studying these changes it is 
comparatively easy to determine the time of certain 
writings. 


bo 
IN 
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Eighteen hundred .years ago the writing of manu- 
scripts was done on parchment or papyrus, and 
“books ” were generally mere scrolls. There were no 
small letters and capitals, such as we now have. All 
letters were capitals, or, as they are called, uncial letters. 
There was no punctua- 
tion, or at least very 
little. It was not then 
the custom to separate 
words and_ sentences. 
All the words were run 
together until each line 
looked like one long word 
made of capital letters. 

For a thousand years 
it has not been the cus- 
tom to write in the way 
: they wrote eighteen cen- 
Miridesecaay or turies ago. Therefore, 

William Tyndale when old manuscripts 
ppanelnior ot fun NY Daraed at te, de discovered, written 
stake for the great work he did. with uncial letters, with 
the words and sentences all run together, with little 
or no punctuation, we know that they were written 
very long ago. Cities that were buried under volcanic 
ashes and lava eighteen centuries ago, have been uncov- 
ered during recent decades, and in their libraries, books 
have been found written in this ancient manner. When 
they are found, it does not require great learning or faith 
to believe that they are books which were written more 
than eighteen hundred years ago, for: they have lain 
buried during all that time. They reveal how writing 
was done in that long-ago time. 

Now there are copies of the New Testament manu- 
scripts which have come to light written in exactly 
the way in which men wrote books in those early cen- 
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turies. They bear in themselves clear evidence, there- 
fore, of the early date at which they were produced. 
We know that the New Testament existed during the 
early centuries of the Christian era. 


Older Than the Council of Laodicea 

Opponents of the Bible were accustomed a few years 
ago to make the foolish claim that the New Testament 
was produced by the Council of Laodicea, in 364 A. D. 
Quite generally they have discarded this claim at the 
present time, although now and again some of the less 
intelligent will run across it in some old infidel book, 
and revive it with all the ardor of a new discovery. 
As a matter of fact, the Council of Laodicea, instead 
of making the New Testament, appealed to it as the 
source of its own authority. 

The Council of Laodicea assumed no overlordship 
in this matter, but simply recognized an authority gen- 
erally acknowledged by the Christian communities of 
that age. As expressed by one writer, “ The heart of 
this whole question has been well put in words that 
deserve special emphasis and careful consideration: 
‘The New Testament is not an authorized collection of 
books, but a collection of authorized books.’ The au- 
thority lies in the books, not in the collection.” And 
we may add, not in the Council. 


Older Than the Council of Niczea 

Again the claim is made by some that the New 
Testament was brought into existence at the Council 
of Nicea, in 325 A. D. It is easier to claim this twice 
than to prove it once. The very making of such a 
claim clearly demonstrates that those who make it 
know nothing at all about the Council of Nicza. 

If those who make such a claim would take the 
pains to inquire, they would learn that the members 
of the Council of Niceea, believing the teachings of the 
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New Testament, that a Teacher had been sent of God 
into the world about three centuries before, and a 
difference of opinion having arisen among themselves 
as to whether this Teacher was God Himself or an 
angel, they had assembled from every part of the 
Roman Empire to inquire into, discuss, and endeavor 
to settle this question. In the ‘discussion of it both 
sides appealed to the writings of the apostles as found 
in the New Testament. That this is true any one may 
learn who cares to read the history of this Council in 
such standard works as Mosheim’s “ Ecclesiastical His- 
tory,” Neander’s “ History of the Christian Religion 
and Church,” Lardner’s “ Credibility of the Gospel His- 
tory,” and Stanley’s “ Hastern Church.” 

Instead, then, of the Council of Nicesa making the 
New Testament, the. facts are that at the time of that 
Council the books of the New Testament were known 
and accepted throughout the Christian world, and the 
Council, so far from giving any authority to them, 
rather bowed to their authority, for both Arian and 
orthodox unitedly acknowledged that the entire Chris- 
tian world received them as the writings of the apos- 
tles of Christ. 

Rome Could Not Destroy It 

Then, too, it is easy to demonstrate, by decrees of 
the Roman Empire, that the New Testament did not 
come into existence in 825 at the Council of Niczea. 
For example, it was twenty-two years before this Coun- 
cil, that is, in 303, that Diocletian, the emperor of 
Rome, issued his infamous decree to burn all the Chris- 


tian writings and destroy all the Christian churches. . 


Strange, indeed, that the Roman emperor should be so 
concerned about a book which had no existence until 
twenty-two years later! 

The New Testament, and the whole Bible, was well 
known, ancient, and of undoubted authority among all 
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Christians, long before the Council of Nicwa. This is 
an established fact. 

It is not alone by examination of the early manu- 
scripts and the refutation of the claims of its enemies 
that we learn something of the age of the Bible. We 
learn much from the enemies of the Bible in those 
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The first Bible published in the United States was printed in this house in 
Philadelphia by Christopher Sauer in 1743. 


early centuries. Indeed, we are under great obliga- 
tion to them, for their denunciations of the Bible make 
it easy for us to prove that they had a Bible at that 
time, which it would not be so easy to do without their 
fulminations against it. 
Known in the Second Century 

At the close of the second century after Christ an 
Epicurean philosopher named Celsus wrote a book 
against Christianity, and called it “The Word of 


THE FIRST PUBLIC READING OF THE ENGLISH BIBLE IN ENGLAND 
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Truth.” No copy of this work remains today, but 
Origen, a celebrated Christian philosopher, replied to 
Celsus’ book, and in his reply quoted long extracts 
from it. In these quotations from Celsus there are 
more than eighty quotations from the New Testament 
itself, so many, in fact, and of such length, that we 
can gather from them all the principal facts of the 
New Testament story. 

Now it is plain that if a man takes the pains to 
quote the New Testament in order to prove that it is 
not true, no matter what else he may prove, he cer- 
tainly does prove that there was a New Testament in 
his time. If he writes a book to overthrow it, it is 
obvious and self-evident that the book he tries to con- 
fute is at least in existence, in circulation, and pos- 
sessed of influence. Celsus did not claim there was no 
New Testament. He tried to show that the New Tes- 
tament, which he freely admitted existed then, was not 
true. He did not succeed, but his attempt makes it 
easy for us to prove that the New Testament existed 
in his day. 

But we go back beyond the time of Celsus. There 
lived, early in the second century, the celebrated heretic, 
Marcion. He had been excommunicated from the 
church, and therefore had every reason to say the 
worst of it. No one ever had a better opportunity of 
discovering any forgeries which might have existed in 
the alleged writings of the apostles. He traveled all 
the way from the center of Asia to Rome, through all 
the countries and cities where the apostles had preached, 
and where the churches were located to which their 
epistles had been sent, and che never found one single 
individual to suggest to him that the writings of the 
New Testament were not genuine. He claimed that 
the Gospel of Matthew, the epistle to the Hebrews, and 
those of James and Peter, were for Jews only, but he 
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never thought of claiming that the New Testament 
did not exist. 


Not Frauds and Forgeries 


Thus the books of the New Testament can be traced 
right back to the times of the men who wrote them. 
All the cavils of unbelievers are not sufficient to over- 
throw the truth of history. The records of the past 
are clear and plain. The Sacred Writings are not 
frauds and forgeries. They were written by the men 
who claimed to write them. 

Indeed, a little consideration would make plain to 
any one how impossible it is that these writings could 
be forgeries, or written by any one besides those whose 
names were attached to them, and by whom they were 
sent to the churches. 

The manuscripts of the New Testament were di- 
rected to be publicly read in the Christian churches to 
which many of them were addressed. They were so 
read publicly in the days when their authors were still 
living. If an epistle written by Paul was publicly read 
during Paul’s lifetime, there would be no difficulty in 
determining whether or not Paul wrote it. If a forged 
epistle were read with the claim that Paul wrote it, 
and Paul was still alive, there would be no trouble in 
learning of its fraudulent character. It is altogether 
unlikely that. an impostor would direct his forgery to 
be publicly read. He would certainly know this would 
mean exposure. 


In the churches to whom the Pauline epistles were. 


addressed there were those who knew Paul personally, 
who were acquainted with his manner and his teachings. 
They had been brought into the faith by him. They 
would be easily able to prove or disprove the genuine- 
ness of each epistle which claimed to be his. Thus it 
is plain that the primitive churches to which these writ- 
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ings of the New Testament were first sent, had the 
most conclusive proof of the genuineness of these writ- 
ings of the apostles and evangelists who produced the 
New Testament. 


Preserved by Divine Providence 


It is certain, therefore, that we have today genuine 
copies of the writings of the New Testament. They 
have come from various parts of the world. They are 
in different languages. They have been closely scruti- 
nized for many years. The most critical scholars have 
enumerated and listed their different and various read- 
ings, even such variations as would be equivalent to 
the dotting of an “i” or the crossing of a “t,” in 
English. And the total result of all this scrutiny and 
criticism and tabulation has finally resolved itself into 
a list of about twenty unimportant changes in the re- 
ceived text of the 7,959 verses of the New Testament. 

By the special providence of God, then, we are in 
actual possession of true copies of the Gospels and 
epistles first written by the companions of Jesus, just 
as truly as we are of true copies of the Declaration of 
American Independence and the Constitution of the 
United States. This we can rely upon, while we thank 
God for it. When we hold our Bible in our hands, 
we may be altogether certain that it is our Father’s 
revealed will, the word of the eternal God. 
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Keystone 
One of the Oldest Bibles in Existence 


It is the first Protestant version of the Latin Vulgate, printed in 1527, on the 
hand press of Peter Quentels, in Cologne. This rare ‘book is valued at $100,000. 


THE WRITERS OF THE BOOK 


THe companions and apostles of Jesus wrote the 
books of the New Testament. Step by step in our in- 
vestigation of these writings we have been led, until 
we have come to the time when they were written. 

And when we get back to the men who wrote these 
books, we find each supporting the other, the book of 
one verifying and confirming the book of another. The 
later books refer to and indorse the earlier ones. The 
different writers accept what the other writers had 
written, and declare that God led them in the writing. 
And all of them, when brought together, are found to 
be one Book. 

Peter and Paul 

When Peter wrote his epistles, he referred in them 

to the writings of Paul. Peter and Paul had not always 
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geen exactly alike. Paul on one occasion had found it 
necessary to rebuke Peter. It will be interesting, there- 
fore, to see what Peter has to say about the writings 
of Paul. This is what he says: 


“The long-suffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our be- 
loved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him 
hath written unto you; as also in all his epistles, speaking in them 
of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood. 
which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also 
the other Scriptures, unto their own destruction.” 2 Peter 3:15, 16. 


“Our beloved brother,” Peter calls Paul. Paul, he 
says, wrote his epistles “ according to the wisdom given 
unto him.” The “unlearned and unstable wrest” 
Paul’s writings, “as they do also the other scriptures.” 
Here Peter clearly puts Paul’s writings on an equality 
with the Old Testamient, then acknowledged by all the 
people of God to be the Holy Scriptures. Thus Peter, 
in this passage, gives clear evidence that before his 
death Paul had written epistles, and that these epistles 
were accepted by the apostles of the Lord as from God, 
and were placed on the same plane as the sacred writ- 
ings of the Old Testament. 

Paul and Luke 

Turning now to the writings of Paul, which, ac- 
cording to Peter, were accepted as Seripture, we find 
Paul writing as follows: 


“Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double 
honor, especially they who labor in the word and doctrine. For the 
scripture saith, Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the 
corn. And, The laborer is worthy of his hire.’ 1 Tim. 5:17, 18. 

Here Paul declares that the scripture says two 
things; he makes a double quotation from the scripture: 
First, “the scripture saith, Thou shalt not muzzle the 
ox that treadeth out the corn.” The scripture says that 
in Deuteronomy 25:4, in the writings of Moses. Sec- 
ond, the scripture also says, “The laborer is worthy 
of his hire,” or reward. Now, where does “ the scrip- 
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ture” say that? There is no place in the Old Testa- 
ment where such a statement is made. This is not a 
quotation from the Old Testament. This statement will 
be found in Luke 10:7, “ The laborer is worthy of his 
hire.” 

Then before Paul’s death Luke had written some 
things which Paul puts on an equality with the writ- 
ings of Moses, and calls them both “ scripture.” 


Luke’s Two Books 

Luke wrote two of the books of the New Testament. 
the Gospel which is called by his name, and the book 
of Acts. He began the book of Acts in this fashion : 

“The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of all that 
Jesus began both to do and teach.” Acts 1:1. 

Here Luke declares to the man Theophilus, to whom 
ne wrote this book, that before he wrote it he had 
already written a “ former treatise.” In this former 
treatise was contained ‘all that Jesus began both to 
do and teach.” There can be no question that Luke is 
here referring to the Gospel which he had written. 

Turning back to Luke’s Gospel, we find him ad- 
dressing this same Theophilus in the following manner ; 


“Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to set forth in order 
4 declaration of those things which are most surely believed among 
us, even as they delivered them unto us, which from the beginning 
were eyewitnesses, and ministers of the word; it seemed good to 
me also, having had perfect understanding of all things from the 
very first, to write unto thee in order, most excellent Theophilus, 
that thou mightest know the certainty of those things, wherein thou 
hast been instructed.” Like 1: 1-4. 

Here Luke declares that before he started to write 
his Gospel others had written of the same matters that 
he proposed to cover, and that they had been eyewit- 
nesses of the things concerning which they wrote. Cer- 
tainly he is referring here to the Gospels of Matthew 
and Mark, already known and accepted when he started 
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PAUL WRITING FROM HIS PRISON IN ROME 


given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
: that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly 


16, 17. 


3: 


2 Tim. 


for correction, for instruction in 


Il good works.” 


for reproof, 


furnished unto a! 


doctrine, 


** All Scripture is 
righteousness 


34 


The Writers of the Book 35 


Thus these men, writers of the New Testament, con- 
firm the writings of one another. They tell the same 
story without contradiction. They hold the same doc- 
trine, they teach the same things. What they wrote 
they were directed to write, and inspired in the writ- 
ing of it. 

The Old and New Testaments 


The New Testament, too, upholds and supports the 
Old Testament. The two are a unit, standing or fall- 
ing together. 

There are some who say they believe the New 
Testament, but do not believe the Old — which re- 
mark in itself demonstrates their ignorance of both Old 
and New. ‘There is no contradiction between them. 
The Old Testament is the foundation of the New. The 
New Testament is the superstructure of the Old. The 
New Testament does not teach one doctrine while the 
Old is teaching another. They teach one thing. The 
Old Testament does not tell one story while the New is 
telling another. Their references to historical facts are 
the same. The New Testament accepts as true the 
history of the Old. There is no confusion of spiritual 
facts between them. Some of the prophecies given in 
the Old Testament find their fulfilment in the New. 
There is no collision of doctrinal statement between the 
two. The divine perspective of the Old is the divine 
perspective of the New. ‘The unity between them is 
altogether remarkable. 

As a matter of fact, there is a considerable part of 
the Old Testament which will be found in the New. 
It is reckoned that there are 263 direct quotations from 
the Old Testament in the New Testament. Dr. S. H. 

Brooks affirms that Genesis is quoted nineteen times in 
nine New Testament books; Exodus, twenty-four times 
in twelve New Testament books; Leviticus, twelve times 
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in nine books; Numbers is quoted or alluded to in nine 
books; Deuteronomy, twenty-six times in thirteen 
books; the Psalms, fifty-nine times in twelve books; 
Isaiah, fifty times in eleven books; Proverbs, six times 
in six books; and Zechariah, six times in four books. 

To these must be added 376 allusions to the Old 
Testament in the New. The epistle to the Hebrews 
and the Jewish portions of the epistle to the Romans 
are entirely dependent on the Old Testament. 


The Revelation 


Writing of the book of Revelation, Professor Milli- 
gan says: 


“The book is absolutely steeped in the memories, the incidents, 
the thoughts, and the language of the church’s past. To such an 
extent is this the case that it may be doubted whether it contains 
a single figure not drawn from the Old Testament, or a singie 
complete sentence not more or less built up of materials brought 
from the same source. It is a perfect mosaic of passages from the 
Old Testament, at one time quoted verbally, at another referred to 
by distinct allusion; now taken from one scene in Jewish history, 
and now again from two or three together.” 


There are 404 verses in the book of Revelation. 
About 265 of these contain Old Testament language, 
and about 550 references are made to Old Testament 
passages. 

In all the New Testament there are only three quo- 
tations from secular writers. These are all by Paul. 
They are found in the Acts, where Paul says, “ As cer- 
tain also of your own poets have said, For we are also 
his offspring” (Acts 17: 28), which was taken from a 
play by Aratus; in 1 Corinthians 15: 33, “ Evil commu- 
nications corrupt good manners,” which was taken from 
the writings of Menander; and in Titus 1: 12, “ One of 
themselves, even a prophet of their own, said, The 
Cretians are always liars, evil beasts, slow bellies,” 
which was from Epimenides. 
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The Sword of the Spirit \ 
But there are hundreds of quotations in the New 
Testament from the Old Testament, taken from every 
book in the Old Testament with the exception of Ezra, 
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Nehemiah, Esther, and the Song of Solomon. And in 
addition there are other hundreds of allusions and ref- 
erences to Old Testament history and customs and 
scenes and worship. 

Thus the New Testament confirms and verifies the 
Old; it is of the very warp and woof of the Old. The 
New is the consummation of the Old. Nothing is stated 
or taught or prophesied in the Old that is not trans- 
figured in the New. Some one has likened the Old and 
New Testaments to a Damascus blade, which was made 
of cloth of woven wire, heated, forged, and tempered 
in such a manner that the edge was irresistible. So 
the Old and New Testaments are interlaced, intertwined 
interbraided, and interwoven, and heated and welded 
in the fire of a divine inspiration until they come out 
to us “the Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of 
God.” Eph. 6:17. | 

And when we get back to the Old Testament itself 
we find here also the later writers referring to, Sal 
confirming, the earlier. Almost the last statement in 
the Old Testament is this: 


a ee. aa ye the law of Moses My servant, which I com- 
ee Were Ae fee for all Israel, with the statutes and 

Thus the prophets quote from the Psalms, the later 
books from the earlier ones, and we move back step by 
step, from writer to writer, all upholding and confirm- 
ing the others, until we come at last to the very first 
words of the Bible. There we stand, as it were, at the 
entrance to a stately and awe-inspiring cathedral, upon 
which, it is true, many builders have labored, but over 
the entrance to which is written the name of the Great 
Architect Himself, “‘In the beginning GOD.” 

About forty men wrote the Bible. They produced 
sixty-six books. They belonged to many different gen- 
erations, centuries, and ages in human history. They 
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lived in different lands. Their writing stretched over 
nearly two thousand years. Collusion and conspiracy 
were altogether impossible. Many of them never saw 
any of the others. They were brought up in different 
surroundings, molded by different national experiences, 
and wrote in three or four different languages. One 
writer was the visible leader of Israel, and under God 
a great lawgiver ; another was an exile in Babylon, 
another a herdsman of Tekoa, another a cupbearer at 
the Persian court, another a shepherd lad who later 
became a king; some were rulers, others subjects; some 
were rich, others poor; some were educated, others 
untaught. 

They wrote in at least three languages,— Hebrew, 
Aramaic, Greek, and some would add Arabic,— on every 
conceivable subject and in every form of literary 
expression, — history, biography, poetry, speeches, 
proverbs, predictions, parables, ethical teachings, legal 
enactments, elaborate ritual, romances, love lyrics, trag- 
edies, plain precepts, moral maxims, drama, Oriental 
imagery, etc. 

Yet these scores of writers of such diverse tempera- 
ments, writing on such widely different subjects, in 
various countries and in different languages, did not 
conflict. In all they wrote there is the most amazing 
harmony. They produced one book. Such a thing is 
absolutely unparalleled in literature, and is in itself 
conclusive proof of a supernatural and superhuman 
origin. 
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The Light and Strength of the Home 


The Bible changes the heart of him who reads, drawing him from worldly 
desires, to embrace the things of God.— St. Gregory. 


THE POWER OF THE BOOK 


Ty Book that is in all the world carries a vitalizing 
power with it wherever it goes. Out from it flows an 
energy and an influence which changes lives, trans- 
forms human character, gives strength to the weak, 
imparts courage to the depressed, and brings hope to 
the dying. In brief, the Book ig a real dynamo of 
spiritual power. 

Nor is this to be wondered at, for “ where the word 
of a king is, there is power.” Eccl. 8: 4, And this is 
the word of a King, the King of the universe Himself. 
The Bible, therefore, is clothed with vital, life-giving 
power. Its words are living words, having in them 
a glowing energy and a heavenly brightness which 
make all other literature cold and dead in comparison. 


Kingdoms Perish; the Book Remains 
The Bible is old, but it has not grown feeble and 
Its power grows as the years go by. Centuries 
41 
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pass, and it survives. Kingdoms perish, but it re- 
mains. Thrones crumble to dust, but the Bible stands 
more firmly than ever. Nations drop out of history, 
but firmer than the eternal hills the Book stands out 
against the sky. It outlives its enemies, marches in 
triumph over the graves of its critics, while the broken 
weapons of those who have assailed it, shattered by 
its impregnable might, lie broken and impotent on 
every hand. 

Filled with living energy, pointed with penetrating 
power, are the words of the Bible. 

“The word of God is quick [living], and powerful, and sharper 
than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder 
of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner 
of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” Heb. 4: 12. 

All that human genius has accomplished has had no 
such influence upon the world as the words of the Bible. 
No other book in the world has won such absolute self- 
surrender and passionate love as this Book. It has 
inspired tens of millions of lives to deeds of love and 
mercy, and so tenacious is its hold on its followers 
that they have laid down their lives by tens of thou- 
sands rather than renounce it or abjure the faith it 
taught them. 

Transcends Race and Nationality 

This influence of the Book on human lives has been 
constant and unvarying through the centuries, and 
quite independent of race, culture, tradition, or national 
characteristics. It has enabled millions to rise above 
their sufferings and find satisfaction and rest in God, 
to live lives of gentleness and goodness, to bear the 
scorn of the world while remaining devoted to God, 
to be an influence for righteousness and truth in every 
part of the earth. 

The Bible has in it a power which enables it to 
transcend the bounds of race and nationality. Hated 
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as the Jews have been and are by all nations, the He- 
brew Scriptures have something in them so far above 
anything the Jews could have imparted to them, that 
they have passed from race to race, and from people 
to people, broken through all racial and national bar- 
riers, migrated without violence into new regions of the 
world, and found a home among savage tribes and va- 
rious ancient and modern nationalities, which have 
been separated by every conceivable difference of cli- 
mate, government, customs, culture, development, and 
religion. Everywhere its influence has been the same. 


Multiplies Itself 

The Bible has had and has now the power of mul- 
tiplying itself and of impelling men to produce enor- 
mous masses of literature about it. Altogether aston- 
ishing is the ceaseless activity of men in translating, 
teaching, explaining, interpreting, propagating, and de- 
fending this Book. Every succeeding generation, each 
race, community, or nation that falls under the fasci- 
nation of the Book, seems smitten with the same incur- 
able contagion of doing for or against this Book what 
it would not dream of doing for or against any other 
book in the world, sacred or profane. 

It stirs men up and moves them to intense activity. 
It induces them to encounter every form of peril, and 
to make the most gigantic sacrifices just to get the 
mere chance of preaching it; it moves them to undergo 
the most enormous labors in order to translate it into 
difficult and barbarous languages; it impels them to 
submit to the most arduous drudgery in order to reduce 
spoken languages to written form so that the Book can 
be made to speak in these languages. 


Produced an Enormous Literature of Its Own 
This one Book, just the smallest part of what is 
known as the literature of the world, has attracted to 
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it, and had concentrated upon it, vastly more thought, 
and has called forth more works, explanatory, illustra- 
live, apologetic, upon its text, its meaning, its exegesis, 
its doctrines, its history, its geography, its ethnology, 
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its chronology, its evidences, its inspiration, its origin, 
(han all the rest of the literature of the world put 
logether. An immense bulk of the world’s literature 
owes its origin to this Book. 

In addition to the great multitudes of books in favor 
of the Bible, there are great numbers against it, at- 
{empting to refute its teachings and overthrow its 
claims, denying its truth, denouncing its doctrines, op- 
posing its influence, directly and indirectly, and cor- 
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consider the poetry, the sculpture, the painting, and 
the music of the world. An inexhaustible spring of in- 
spiration for the painter have been the graphic narra- 
tives, the poetry and pathos, the inimitable word-pic- 
tures of the Sacred Writings. The great events of the 
sible, those of chief importance, have become the sub- 
jects of great oratorios, on which such gifted geniuses 
as Mendelssohn, Beethoven, Handel, Haydn, and Mo- 
zart have lavished their musical artistry. Michael 
Angelo and Raphael found in the Bible the subjects 
for their greatest paintings. The greatest epic of the 
Christian era, “ Paradise Lost,”’ and the greatest musical 
creation, “ The Messiah,” both have their inspiration in 
the great themes of the Bible. 

Yes, the old Book is filled with divine energy and 
power. Its words live because it is the word of the 
living God. And it should always be remembered that 
it is not merely the living Word, but life-giving as well. 
The life of God Himself is imparted to the one who 
believes and appropriates the living Word. 


recting its followers. If they could all be collected from 
the earliest times to the present day, they would make 
a library of no inconsiderable size. 

If they could all be collected into such a library, 
and then a little center table could be moved in, and 
the Bible placed on it, no more astonishing exhibit 
could be made of the power of the Bible. Shelf after 
shelf, tier after tier, room after room, floor after floor, 
of books written to prove that one small Book untrue, 
dead, mistaken, and of no particular use or value; and 
still all that has been written is not yet considered to 
be enough, but other books of a similar nature are 
being produced today with feverish haste to destroy the 
influence of the Bible. 

And all the while the Book itself has never answered 
back, never taken its own part, never made any expla- 
nation or rejoinder. It passes along the ages in ma- 
jestic silence, saying not one thing except that which 
it has always said, speaking no word but what it has 
always spoken, taking no notice of the tumult it creates, 
taking no part in the controversies it arouses. But it 
survives both friends and foes, and continues to give 
its testimony through the passing centuries. Its ene- 
mies die, pass away, and are forgotten. It lives, and 
grows in power. 

Filled with Divine Energy 

I have already pointed out in a former chapter that 
no other book in the world has left so many and so 
deep traces on human literature as the Bible. It has 
molded thought and sentiment, given grace and strength 
to expression, fashioned the style of the greatest mas- 
ters of eloquence and poetry, and supplied matter for 
apt illustration, vivid imagery, and energetic diction to 
the world’s greatest orators. f 

The influence which this Book has had on the 
imagination of men is also strikingly seen when we 
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Last eve I paused beside a blacksmith’s door, 
And heard the anvil ring its vesper chime; 
Then looking in I saw upon the floor 


Old hammers worn with beating years of time. 


“Wow many anvils have you had,”’ said I, 
“To wear and batter all these hammers so?” . 
“ Just one,” he answered; then, with twinkling eye. 
“ The anvil wears the hammers out, you know.” 
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THE MESSAGE OF THE BOOK 


THE Bible is composed of a number of separate 
treatises, or books, sixty-six in number, written by dif- 
ferent men, at various times. It treats of the very 
beginning of the world, the origin of human life, and 
many early events of which we have no other authen- 
tic history. 

There are portions which give a history of the 
Hebrew people, their worship, system of government, 
travels, hardships, exile, and return to their own land. 
Other portions describe a system of sacrifices and 
offerings, and a priesthood, and forms and ceremonies 
of worship, the giving of a divine law, together with 
sundry warnings about obedience or disobedience to 
that law. 

The New Testament contains a record of the birth, 
labors, miracles, teachings, parables, betrayal, cruci- 
fixion, burial, resurrection, ascension, priesthood, and: 
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intercession of Jesus the Christ, together with the pre- 
diction of His coming again. It contains also an ac- 
count of the establishment of the Christian church, the 
epistles of the apostles of Christ, and the Revelation. 

What is the purpose of such a Book? Of what 
benefit is it to man? What is its meaning and what 
its message? Is it to be viewed as a history, as a state- 
ment of ethics, as a system of teaching, or as a guide- 
book to morals? 


A Message of Salvation 

The message of the Bible is a message of salvation 
from sin. It is a revelation of God’s mercy, disclosing 
to human beings the steps God has taken to provide 
a remedy for them from the ruin which sin has caused. 
Its two big words are “salvation” and “ sin.” 

It was not God’s purpose that sin should ever come 
into the world. He did not plan for it when He made 
the world. It was no part of His purpose for the 
human race. 

Nevertheless, contrary to the purpose of God and 
altogether outside of His original plan, sin thrust itself 
into the world. It came as an intruder, originating in 
a revolt against the just rule of God. And it ruined 
the world. 

Sin and Its Consequences 

It brought death and sorrow and eternal loss. It 
brought an end to the fellowship between God and man. 
It marred the harmony of the universe. It broke the 
connection between earth and heaven. It alienated man 
from God. It placed a great gulf between them which 
man can never bridge. It placed man under the sen- 
tence of death. It ruined his nature, which fell under 
corruption and depravity. It removed hope from the 
earth, and placed it under a curse. It has produced 
every evil thing that has ever existed. Sin, that ugly 
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thing that raised itself against God, ruined the world, 
and brought death to the human race. 

And there was no hope in man that he could ever 
recover his original standing before God. He could not 
remove his guilt. He could not cleanse his heart. He 
could not change his corrupt, depraved nature. He 
could not remove or cancel the sentence of death which 
hung over him. He could not attain to righteousness. 
He could not make himself acceptable to God. He was 
lost, irretrievably, hopelessly, eternally lost. 


The Offer of God’s Mercy 


And in that helpless condition, without hope of sal- 
vation by any energy or effort of his own, shut up to 
certain and eternal death, with life meaning only an 
ever-increasing accumulation of guilt, with remorse for 
the past which he could not change, with defeat in the 
present which he could not face, and with despair for 
the future which he could only dread; in that lost con- 
dition, man was offered free pardon for the past, vic- 
tory over all the power of sin for the present, and 
eternal salvation and restored fellowship with God for 
the future; offered it without money and without price, 
as a free gift from God, without effort of his own, on 
the simple and sole condition of faith and acceptance. 

For God was not satisfied that man should be lost. 
He was not satisfied that man should be separated from 
Himself. He hated sin, but He loved the sinner. He 
was determined to destroy sin, but save the sinner. 
And seeing that man could not save himself, God’s own 
arm brought salvation. He provided His own remedy 
for the sin of man and the sinful condition of man. 

The Bible sets forth God’s remedy for sin,— the 
salvation which is in Jesus Christ. The Bible tells us 
of the origin of sin and of God’s dealings with it, 
together with His purpose utterly to destroy it. 
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The Purpose of God Toward Sin 


From the beginning of sin until now, God has had 
no other purpose toward sin than to destroy it. For 
God and sin are antagonistic. He can never take any 
other attitude toward it but one of complete antagonism. 
So long as it exists, He must fight it. There never 
can be any peace between them until one or the other 
is destroyed. There never can be any truce between 
them. Hither God or sin must go. The conflict be- 
tween them can never end except in the complete de- 
struction of one or the other. 

From the beginning until now God has shown it to 
be His purpose to destroy sin, and save the sinner. In 
all His dealings with the human family He has taken 
every means to reveal this. He caused to be established 
among His ancient people the sanctuary and its serv- 
ices. Book after book of the Old Testament is taken 
up with accounts of this sanctuary and its furniture, 
its ceremonies, its sacrifices, its offerings, its worship, 
its ritual, its priesthood. One wonders, and many to- 
day fail to see, why so much of the Bible is devoted 
to these ancient forms of religious service and wor- 
ship, and why such a vast amount of detail was neces- 
sary in describing them. What was it all about? Why 
is it so fully set forth in the Bible? 


God’s Remedy for Sin 


That whole ancient system, and everything con- 
nected with it, was an attempt to disclose God’s remedy 
for sin. What was the sanctuary for, the priesthood, 
the sacrifices, and all the unvarying round of services 
day by day and year by year? Why were the people 
instructed to bring animals to the gate of the sanc- 
tuary, slay them, and have their blood taken in before 
the law of God and sprinkled there? 


The Message of the Book 


For this reason, and this alone; namely, to get rid 
of sin. It was for this that sacrifices were brought, 
that the sanctuary was pitched, that the furniture was 
placed, that the priests ministered, that blood was shed, 
that incense was offered, that sin might be taken away, 
removed, destroyed, utterly consumed, and the sinner 
might be saved. It was all for the purpose of reveal- 
ing Cod’s attitude toward, and God’s purpose with ref- 
erence to, and God’s remedy provided for, sin. 

And in the New Testament, why did Jesus come 
into the world, and labor, and teach, and preach the 
gospel, and die, and be buried, and be raised, and ascend 
to heaven? It was to set forth God’s remedy for sin, 
to deal with sin, to pay the penalty of sin, to get rid 
of sin, and to save the sinner. That was the supreme 
purpose of it all. 

Through all these years since He was here on earth 
Jesus has been ministering in the heavenly sanctuary 
ebove as our High Priest, offering His blood in our 
behalf, interceding for His people, as the Mediator of 
the new covenant and our Advocate with His Father. 
What for? Again the answer is, To get rid of sin, 
to apply the great divine remedy for sin, and to save 
the sinner. 

And He is soon coming again. What for? — To 
complete His destruction of sin, to wipe it out of exist- 
ence forever, to cleanse the universe of its curse, and 
to establish renewed and eternal fellowship between 
His Father and saved sinners. 


Good News, Glad Tidings 
So the Bible was written to reveal to men, to sin- 
ners, not only their lost condition, but the only remedy 
for their sins. It contains the glorious message of 
salvation, the salvation of God for men. It is good 
news, glad tidings. It is more than history or proph- 
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ecy, it is more than poetry and eloquence, it is more 
than romance and tragedy. Tt was not prepared merely 
for the intellect of man, but for his heart. It is not 


and believeth onme % 
shall never die” 


he true way to et 


SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
for the sole of my 


I for my part, after a long and impartial search of ‘“t 
happiness,” do profess plainly that I cannot find any rest 
but upon this rock only.— Chillingworth. 


merely a message for his mind, but for his soul. 
was designed not merely t 
bring men to God. Its purpose is no 
men right views and correct beliefs, bu 


ernal 


o teach doctrines, but to 
t merely to give 
t+ to save them 
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It is not merely historically accurate 


and intellectually stimulating; it is a vital, living, trans- 
forming, life-giving principle. Tt is not the reasonings 
of men about God; it is God speaking to men in order 

e to them. It is not only 


to impart His own natur 
fascinating philosophy, profound ethics, pure morality, 
tual life of God designed 


sublime religion; it is the ac 
to lift men out of this world into another. 

The paramount purpose of the Bible, then, is to 
make men “ wise unto salvation.” The grandeur of 
such a purpose, and its bearing on the deepest and most 
enduring interests of the human race, are calculated 


to excite the deepest concern. The Bible deals with 


interests so vast that it becomes of greater value than 


all other literature, and ought to command the most 
reverent study and the most earnest obedience. It is 
nothing less than the voice of God calling us away 
from our sins into paths of love and light and holiness 
and truth. No other writings in the world have such 
a lofty purpose as the Bible. No other writings have 
such power actually to accomplish their purpose. 


GIVE ME ONE BOOK 


WHEN sorrows come like shocks of doom, 
Or faith lone staggers in the gloom, 
When phantoms rise to stock the way 
And hopes are toned to somber gray, 
Give me one book,— Love’s book, 
The Bible. 


trom their sins. 


When faith is strong and skies are clear, 
When joy exults and laughs through tears, 
When all the world is redolent 
With choicest blessings heaven sent, 
Give me one book,— Joy’s book, 
The Bible. 


When sunset glow has fringed life’s skies, 
And time and toil have dimmed these eyes, 
When for me comes the Pilot’s call, 
F’en then, before the curtains fall, 

Give me one book,— God’s book, 


The Bible. 
__ R. H. Ayres, D. D. 


OUR DAILY BREAD 
of life: he that cometh to Me shall never hunger; and he that 


elieveth on Me shall never thirst.” John 6: 35, 
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“JT am the ides 


“The bread that I will give is My file 


The Gift of God 
sh, which 1 will give for the life of 


the world.” John 6:51. 


THE PERSON OF THE BOOK 


TE fascination of the Book is due to the fact that 
it is the story of a Person. The inmost central glory 
of the Bible is Christ, the Son of God. All the writ- 
ors of the Old Testament thrill with hope and expec- 
tation as they sing and prophesy and prepare for the 
coming of the Messiah, the Saviour of the world. All 
the writers of the New Testament are moved by admi- 
ration and worship as they tell the story of His actual 
appearance and work among men. 

What the Bible is in human speech, Christ was in 
human flesh,— the Word of the living God. 

“Tn the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. 
All things were made by Him; and without Him was not anything 
made that was made.” “The Word was made flesh, and dwelt 


among us, (and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.” John 1: 1-3, 14. 
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What the Word of God is in written form, that 
Jesus was in the flesh. The Word of God was in the 
world in written form before Jesus came into the world. 
All that was in that Word in written form was made 
to be in human form in Christ, for He was the Word 
of God made flesh. There is nothing the written Word 
contains but is in Him. ‘There is no truth He taught 
or lived but is in the written Word. The Bible is the 
Word of God. And Jesus Christ is the Word of God. 
The two are one. 


Witnesses to Christ 


From beginning to end the Bible witnesses to Christ. 
He is the Seed promised to the woman. He is the 
Angel of the Presence who appeared to the patriarchs. 
He is the ancient Deliverer of His people. He is the 
Messiah of the Jews. He is the Redeemer of the world. 
He is the crucified Saviour. He is the Babe born in 
Bethlehem. He is the Miracle Worker of Galilee and 
Judea. He is the Lamb of God slain from the founda- 
tion of the world. He is the risen Christ. He is the 
ascended Christ. He is the great High Priest standing 
before God in the holy of holies. He is the Mediator 
between God and man. He is the King on the holy 
hill of Zion. And He is the coming King. 

The patriarchs of old are represented in the Holy 
Scriptures as looking and waiting with eagerness and 
longing’ for the coming of the Messiah. His ancient 
people sang of His coming into the world to deliver 
them; their prophets thrilled them with predictions of 


His coming; their psalmists heralded His coming with 
deepest joy; their priests taught generation after gen- 


eration the good news of His predicted advent. 


Christ is the central figure of the Old as well as of 
the New Testament. To Him does all the Bible give 


witness. 
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Salvation Through Christ 


The Bible’s message of salvation is the message of 
Christ. He is the Saviour. God saves men in Christ. 
Without Him there is no salvation. 

The purpose of the Bible is to bring salvation to 
men. It does this by presenting Christ, the Saviour 
of men. No wonder, then, that He is the central figure 
in, and the central theme of, the Book. 

The first Adam fell under sin. His children derive 
from him a double heritage, or curse. First, a debt of 
guilt, which, instead of being able to reduce, they are 
constantly increasing. Second, a fallen, corrupt, carnal 
nature, which is altogether incapable of righteousness. 
Out of these two grow all the woes of humanity. 

Christ is the second Adam. He is the new head of 
the race. Those who by faith are united to Him be- 
come heirs of a double heritage of an exactly opposite 
kind. 

Rorn of the flesh, we are entangled in Adam’s 
yuilt. Born of Christ, we come into an illimitable 
heritage of merit, which Christ has made the common 
property of all the members of the family of which 
He is head. 

This extinguishes the debt of our guilt, cancels the 
record of our sins, brings pardon for all our transgres- 
sions, removes the sentence of death hanging over us, 
and makes us rich in the righteousness of Christ, and 
thus places us in the favor of God with restored fel- 
lowship. 

More than that, as Adam conveyed to His posterity 
a» carnal, fallen, corrupt nature, separated from God 
and inherently unfit for righteousness, So the second 
Adam transmits to the race of which He is the head, 
an entirely new nature, a spiritual nature, akin to 
God’s, partaking of and delichting in righteousness. 
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Redemption in Christ 


When, therefore, a man turns away from his own 
works, and looks alone to Christ for salvation, God 
y . . 
declares that man just. This declaration of God is 
grounded on the finished work of our Lord. ae = 
the very heart of Paul’s argument in Hen oe 
passage making this most clear 1S Romans 3: 28-40: 
i t of the glory of God; being 
«“ All have ginned, and come short 0 : bein 
‘ustified freely by His grace through the redemption that is 7 
Chie. Jesus: whom God hath set forth to be a ae aa 
i ig: i ighteousness for e remis' 
faith in His plood, to declare His rig 
¢ God; to declare, 
i that are past, through the forbearance Ol : 
ane this time His righteousness: that Ei) might be just, and 
the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus. 
Analyzing this passage gives us this result: 
1. All men, without exception, are sinners. 
9. All stand in need of a justification which they 
i lves. 
cannot provide of themse ot 
3. God has set forth Christ to be the propitiation 
for the sins of all. dh 
4. On the ground of this propitiatory work ot Christ, 
we are declared to be just, or reckoned as just. 
5. This act of God in declaring us just 1s entirely 
by grace and on condition of our faith in Christ. 
6. Lastly, this work of Christ is necessary in order 
that God might Himself be just, as well as being able 
to justify him who believes 1n Christ. 


Faith in Christ 
The gospel, then, is God’s arrangement by which 


i i int -elation to Himself by 

He brings sinners into a new rela Him 

faith in Christ. In this new relation God justified the 

ungodly without effort on their part. Rom. 4:5. The 

sole basis of this justifying act of God is the atone- 

ment of Jesus Christ. cathe is ; 
The declarative act of God in justifying the sinner 


is on condition of faith. This is not merely stated 
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many times in the New Testament, but the Old Tes- 
tament is appealed to as proof of the fact that faith 
has always been the condition of justification. The 
great typical illustration of this is Abraham’s faith. 
Rom. 4:3; Gen. 15: 6. 

A long list of Old Testament saints is given in 
Hebrews 11, all of whom lived by faith. Habakkuk 
2:4 gives a terse but comprehensive statement of this 
principle. Galatians 2:16, 20, sets forth clearly the 
idea of faith as contrasted with the works of the law 
as a ground of justification. Justification is never on 
the ground of works. Eph. 2:8; Rom. ANS Bi 8), 

If a man seeks to earn salvation by works, the 
fundamental principle of the gospel is destroyed so 
far as he is concerned. Rom. 4: 4. 

To him who believes in Christ, and renounces works 


as a ground of salvation, his faith is imputed for right- 
eousness. Rom. 4: 5. 


The Grace of God in Christ 


When God pronounces us just, we are freed from 
condemnation and restored to His favor. A new stand- 
ing before God is bestowed upon us. We are pardoned ; 
the penalty of death for the transgression of the law 
is remitted. We are received into God’s favor. His 
grace now flows out actively to us, and imparts every 
spiritual blessing. And the basis of all this is Jesus 
Christ and His finished work. 

In comprehensive terms, Paul sets it forth in Ro- 
mans 5:1, 2. Here is the ground of justification — 
“through our Lord Jesus Christ; ” here is the condi- 
tion of justification —“ being justified by faith;” here 
is the remission of the penalty —“ we have peace with 
God,” which means the broken law no longer menaces 
us with death; and here is the new standing in the 
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Hlim, abiding in Him, resting in Him,— these are the 
indications and blessed privileges of Christian ex- 
perience. 

To be a Christian, then, is to enter into relation- 
ship with a Person, a Person who loves you, cherishes 


Jesus bids us, “Come unto Me,” “ Believe in Me,” your friendship, deals tenderly and gently with you; 
“Tearn of Me,” “ Follow Me,” “ Abide in Me.” Per- 


and bring him at last to Himself,— for this was the 
gospel instituted. And all this God does — in and 
through Christ. 


Personal Acceptance of Christ 


who guides you in the way of righteousness and obe- 
dience, teaches you the truth; who has strength for 
all your needs, and supplies it to you, who walks with 
you as a Friend, communes with you, shares His own 
eternal life with you, comforts you in trouble, solves 
all your troubles and perplexities ; who meets every 
crisis of life with you, stands by your side always, 
smooths your pillow in sickness, goes down into the 
dark valley of death with you, and with whom you are 
safe. Knowing Him as a Friend and Saviour, you feel 
assured in leaving all the future in His hands, just 
as you commit all the present to Him. 

Imparting His own life to you, He will fulfil all His 
commandments in you. Yours will be a commandment- 
keeping life, because it is His life. There will be no 
failure in obedience, because He is our obedience. 
Trusting Him, relying on Him, abandoning ourselves 
to Him, giving ourselves clear away to Him, we shall 
be brought into full harmony with every requirement 
of God because of His life in us. 

This is the glorious message of the Bible. Christ 
only, Christ «crucified, Christ risen, Christ ascended, 
Christ intercéding, Christ coming again, Christ the 
ee ; Eve hee : only, Saviour from sin, Christ our righteousness, Christ 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY os tle Japanese Girl our obedience, Christ our coming King,— let us cease 

“not to teach and preach Jesus Christ,” “the chiefest 
among ten thousand, and the one altogether lovely.” 


sonal acceptance of Him as a personal Saviour is the 
condition of salvation, and the only condition. Sur- 
render to Him, repentance toward Him, confession to 
Him, acceptance of Him, believing Him, faith in Him, 
following Him, learning of Him, trusting Him, knowing 
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A MOU 
“The prophecy came not in old 
spake as they were move 


THPIECE FOR GOD 


d by the Holy Ghost.” 


time by the will of man: but holy men of God 


2 Peter 1:21. 


“The Entrance of Thy Words Giveth Light” 


THE INSPIRATION OF THE BOOK 


Typ inspiration of the Bible is altogether different 
from either genius or piety. It is not at all the same 
as the inspiration of the poet, the painter, the sculptor, 
the musician, or the writer. 

It is true God endows men of genius with these 
gifts, which distinguish them from their fellows. The 
Bible, however, is inspired in an altogether higher and 
different sense than this. It is inspired in such an 
exceptional way as to remove it altogether out of the 
class of even the highest of merely human compositions. 

The Bible is a divine revelation embodied in an 
inspired Book. By revelation God makes known to 
man that which he could never know or discover for 
himself. By inspiration God so guides and controls 
man that his writing even of things not revealed is 
precise and accurate. Revelation makes known to man 
things otherwise unknown. Inspiration enables a man 
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to record accurately either a revelation previously re- 
ceived, or an event or fact or saying into which reve- 
lation did not enter at all. 


The Source of Revelation and Inspiration 


The source of revelation is Jesus Christ. This will 
be seen from the following passages: 


“T certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of 
me is not after man. For I neither received it of man, neither was 
I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.” Gal. 1: 11, 12. 

“T nave received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto 
you, That the Lord Jesus the same night in which He was betrayed 
took bread: and when He had given thanks, He brake it, and said, 
Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you: this do in 
remembrance of Me.” 1 Cor. 11:23, 24. 


“The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto Him, 
to show unto His servants things which must shortly come to pass; 
and He sent and signified it by His angel unto His servant John.” 
Rev. 1: 1. 

The source of inspiration is the Holy Spirit of God: 


“The prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but 
holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 
2 Peter 1: 21. 4 

It has been God’s purpose from the beginning to 
save sinners. In order to carry out this purpose, it 
was necessary for Him to make a revelation of Him- 
self, as well as of His purpose and plan, to man. 

This revelation He has made in three forms — in 
nature, in the written Word, and in the Word made 
flesh. 

The revelation of God in nature is only partial and 
incomplete, not full and perfect. This is due to the 
fact that nature is marred by sin. 

The revelation of God in the written Word is full, 
complete, and perfect. 

The revelation of God in Jesus Christ, the Word 
made fiesh, was complete, full, and perfect. But Christ 
is not now visibly present in the world. 
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A perfect revelation from God to man is required 
if mankind is to be without excuse in the judgment. 


The Necessity of Inspiration 

Inspiration is the means by which God, in carrying 
out His saving purpose, not only makes facts or truths 
known to men, but also confers the ability to convey 
these facts accurately to others. It not only imparts 
(o man the capacity to receive the revelation from 
(iod, but also the power to communicate divine truth 
{o other human beings. 

An inspired man is one who has received by direct 
action of God a message to others. This invoives an 
obligation on his part under God’s guidance, sometimes 
to speak, sometimes to write, a fact, a conversation, or 
a discourse; sometimes, under like conditions, to nar- 
rate a history; sometimes to compile and edit existing 
documents; sometimes, by direct inspiration, to write 
letters; and sometimes to predict future events. 

Inspired Persons May Not Understand Their Revelations 

The person who is so commissioned and so inspired 
may thoroughly comprehend his own words, or it may 
be that their meaning is concealed from him. He may, 
as did Luke, write only because, many having “taken 
in hand to set forth in order a declaration of those 
things ... surely believed,” it “seemed good” to him 
to write also; or, like Daniel, he may write words re- 
specting which he is obliged to say, “I heard, but I 
understood not.” He may, like Paul on one occasion, 
feel that he speaks “by permission, and not of com- 
mandment;”’ or, like the same apostle at another time, 
he may claim to express himself, “not in the words 
which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost 
teacheth.” 

He may speak with authority, and demand audience 
as a messenger of God; or he may beseech and entreat, 
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his words may be received 
love alone moves him to utter 


as a fellow sufferer, that 
with a loving heart, since 
them. He may be altoget 
writing for all time to come, 
generations, and supplying 
nourishment for thous 
some dim understanding th 


her unconscious that he is 
foreseeing the wants of all 
the church with spiritual 
ands of years, or he may have 


at this is the case. 


The Fact and Method of Inspiration 


The method by which this 

whether one method is used at one 
method at another time, is not a ma 
Neither is it important or requi 
d the process and the method. 
exact operation of the Spirit 
munication, or the precise me 
hen it is imparted to others, 
whether that which they say is 
her it is merely human judg- 
herefore authoritative message. 
the word of God? 
God did inspire its writers 
ll us how He did this. 
g to do with the method of 
thing to do with the fact of 
t accept it or reject it. 


is accomplished, or 
time and another 
tter of chief con- 
red that we 
It is not the 
of God in giving the com- 
thod of safeguarding it 
from error W 
desire to ascertain, but 
their own or God’ 
ment, or a divine and t 
Ts it the word of men, or 

The Bible declares that 
and writings. It does not te 
Therefore we have nothin 
tion; we have every 
inspiration, for we mus 


Authenticated as Coming from God 


ring redemption to man and salvation from 
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ve revelation of truth 
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sin and its consequences, t 
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be necessary to accompany it with ¢ 


its divine origin. 
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If this revelation was committed to vessels of tainted 
or corrupt material, so that the infusion corrupted or 
injured or distorted the truth; or if the revelation 
was communicated by men who stated simply the result 
of their own observation, or used the utmost of their 
native ability, reasoning out as best they could, unaided, 
what could be useful to man, in either case it would 
scarcely be what might reasonably be expected from 
God. It would not be like God. Both in its reception 
and in its impartation it must be the word of the 
living God. 

This is seen to be all the more true when it is con- 
sidered that the revelation was designed, not for one 
age, but for all ages. While it was given to one race 
and nation, it was designed for all races and all pe- 
riods. Even those things which were obviously local 
and apparently temporary were as truly as other parts 
“written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of 
the world are come.2.> L..Cor., 10: ashe 

Tt seems clear that both revelation and inspiration 
are altogether supernatural. The communication of 
the truth by God to the prophet is wholly supernatural, 
and altogether controlled by God. This is revelation. 
The record of the utterance of this revelation by the 

prophet is equally under God’s exclusive control. This 
is inspiration. 

Tf it was necessary for God to work a miracle in 
giving the revelation, it surely cannot be considered 
improbable, but likely, that He would also exercise 
such control and give such supernatural aid as might 
be necessary to obtain the accurate transference of the 
revelation into human speech, so as to make it just 

what He meant it should be. 

It was God’s plan to give to the human race a 
revelation of Himself. It is reasonable, therefore, to 
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believe that He would not only superintend the process 
of giving this revelation to chosen instruments, but 
also superintend the process by which they imparted 
the sacred truth of that revelation to others. If the 
divine control stopped with communicating the revela- 
tion, then we have no revelation at all, but merely a 
human account of a divine revelation. That is, there 
was a revelation, but it perished ‘as such with the men 
to whom it was imparted, and all that the world has 
now is the fallible impression it made on their minds, 
or their fallible account of that impression. 

It seems necessary to conclude, therefore, that the 
fact of a miraculous revelation in itself creates the 
probability that all following steps would be taken which 
were necessary to secure the end in view when such 
a revelation was given. 


The Bible Claims to Be Inspired 

The writers of the Bible claim that their authority 
and their messages came from God: 

“The Lord God called unto Adam, and said;” “ God 
said unto Noah,” and Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob; 
“God spake unto Israel; ’’ ‘‘ Moses came and told the 
people all the words of the Lord, and all the judgments: 
and all the people answered with one voice, and said, 
ALL THE WORDS WHICH THE LORD HATH SAID 
will we do. And Moses wrote all the words of the 
Lord.’ Of the decalogue it is said: “The writing was 
the writing of God, graven upon the tables;” “ These 
are the words which the Lord hath commanded; ” “ The 
Lord called unto Moses;” “Gather Me the people to- 
gether, and I will make them hear My words; » <The 
voice of God speaking out of the midst of the fire;” 
“Out of heaven He made thee to hear His voice;” 
“Thou heardest His words; ” “The Lord talked with 
you face to face.” 
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fixpressions, such as, ‘God said,” ‘The Lord spake, 
vying,” “The Lord commanded,” and “the word of 
the Lord,” occur in the Pentateuch alone nearly seven 
hundred times. Certainly this part of the Bible claims 
to be the Word of God. 

In the historical books of the Bible, from Joshua to 
sther, such expressions as these occur more than 
four hundred times: 

“The Word of the Lord ” 

“ After the death of Moses . . . the Lord spake unto 
TORNUA,. «cr Say Se ede The word of the Lord was 
precious in those days;” “ The Lord revealed Himself 
iy) Samuel in Shiloh by the word of the Lord; ” David 
ways, ‘ The Spirit of the Lord spake by me, and His 


word was in my tongue;” “ The God of Israel said; ”’ 
“he Rock of Israel spake to me; » «The word of the 
Lord came to Solomon, saying;” “ The Lord testified 


against Tsrael and against Judah, by all the prophets, 
and by all the seers, saying; “ Micaiah said, As the 
Lord liveth, even what my God saith, that will 1 speak ;’” 
“They mocked the messengers of God and despised His 
words; ” “ The word that God putteth in my mouth, 
that shall I speak; ” “ All that the Lord speaketh, that 
must 1 do;” “1 cannot go beyond the commandment 
of the Lord.” 

The poetical books, Job and the Psalms, contain the 
uame testimony that they constitute the Word of the 
Lord. Very frequently occur such expressions as: «The 
Lord said unto Satan; » «Then the Lord answered Job 
out of the whirlwind, and said’? In psalm 19, the 
law, the testimony, the statutes, the commandments, 
and the judgments of the Lord are spoken of; the 
whole of psalm 119 is a song in praise of the Word of 
God, that Word being mentioned aS many times as 
there are verses in the psalm. 
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From the prophetic books it is scarcely necessary 
to quote, as prophecy by its very nature is recognized 
as supernatural. However, it may be well to say that 
such expressions as the following occur in the proph- 
ecies more than thirteen hundred times, and double 
that number of times in the Old Testament: 

“Hear the word of the Lord;” “ Saith the Lord; ” 
“T heard the voice of the Lord, saying;” “The Lord 
hath spoken;” “Tt was revealed in mine ears by the 
Lord of hosts;” “The word of our God;” “ My word 
that goeth forth out of My mouth; ” “The word of the 
Lord came unto me;” “ Whatsoever I command thee 
thou shalt speak;”’ “I have put My words in thy 
mouth; ” “The word of the Lord came unto me, say- 
ing;” “He said unto me;” “He spake unto me;” 
“Thou shalt speak My words unto them;” “ My words 
that I speak unto thee;” “ When I speak with thee; ”’ 
“When I heard the voice of His words;” “The Lord 
hath spoken it;” “Thus saith the Lord.” 

Certainly the testimony of the Bible seems clear 
that the Scriptures are indeed “the word of God, which 
liveth and abideth forever.” 


Message and Messenger Both Inspired 

Paul says: 

“Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the 
Spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are 
freely given to us of God. Which things also we speak, not in the 
words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost 
teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.” 1 Cor. 
Qeliaeuelse 

This is a definite claim by Paul to an inspiration 
which extends to the message by which he communi- 
cated divine truth. 


Again Paul says: 


“Tf any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let 
him acknowledge that the things that I write unto you are the 
commandments of the Lord.” 1 Cor. 14: 37. 
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Proof that one is a “ prophet, or spiritual,” is here 
wid to be contained in an acknowledgment that the 
wuthority of Christ is continued in the apostle. Surely 
this is a strong claim. Professor Findlay remarks 


on it: 


“The professor of divine knowledge who does not nine 
/wul’s inspiration proves his ignorance; his character as a BESP ae 
oy ‘spiritual,’ is not recognized, since he does not recogn 


wpoutle’s character.” 

It is altogether probable that much which passes 
for Bible scholarship stands condemned before such a 
lest as that. 

Once more Paul declares: 


“Wor this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, 
when ye received the word of God which ye heard of ss ye ae 
selved it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the w 


of God, which effectually worketh also in you which believe.” 
{ Thess. 2: 13. 

This is a claim that when Paul made known the 
doctrines contained in his writings, both himself and 
iis message were directly under the control of the 
Spirit of God. 

“ Be Mindful of the Words ” 


What Paul claimed, the other apostles claimed as 


well. Peter said: ‘ 
“hat ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken ee 
fore by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us 
upostiles of the Lord and Saviour.” 2 Peter 3: 3. 
Here Peter places the apostolic writings on a robe 
with the Old Testament prophetic writings, of which he 


has already said: - 
“oly men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy 
(host.” 2 Peter 1: 21. 


John said: ait 
“We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth Us), ye oie 
not of God heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit o , 
and the spirit of error.” 1 John 4: 6. 
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Let any men outside the apostles make such a claim 
as is contained in this passage, and they would lose at 
once all claim on our attention and respect. The reader 
will find additional light thrown upon the claim of the 
apostles that their writings were given them of God, 
by studying the following passages: 

Acts 15: 1-6, 28; 1 Cor. 2: 1-16; 2 Cor. 13: 2, 3; Eph. 
2:20; 1 Thess. 2: 13; 2 Thess. 2: 13, 15; 2 Peter 3:1, 
2; Rey. 22:6, 7, 18, 19; Rom. 16: 25-27; 1 Cor. 14: 37; 
Gal. 1: 8-12; Eph. 3: 1-7; 1 Thess. 4: 2, 8, 1531, Peter 
4: 10-12; Rev. 1: 1-3, 10, ity al@). 

The Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven 

Jesus said to Peter, representing the Christian 
church: 

“J will give unto thee 


whatsoever thou ghalt bind on earth 
and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be 


Matt. 16: 19. 

On this passage one writer 
nating and positive statement : 

«<The keys of the kingdom of heaven’ are the words of Christ. 
All the words of Holy Scripture are His, and are here included. 
These words have power to open and to shut heaven. They declare 
the conditions upon which men are received or rejected. Thus 
the work of those who preach God’s word is a savor of life unto 
life or of death unto death. Theirs is a mission weighted with 
eternal results.’—“ The Desire of Ages,” by Mrs. E. G. White, p. 414. 

The words of the Bible were not dictated to the 
inspired writers as a man would dictate to a stenog- 
rapher. There is nothing in the Bible which intimates 
such a thing; in fact, the Bible contains much evidence 
to the contrary. 

When God inspired men to write, the personality of 
the writer was not effaced, his style was not set aside. 
The Spirit of God infallibly guided in the communica- 
tion of divine truth from the writer’s own vocabulary, 
and in his own particular style. Inspiration means that 


the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and 
ghall be bound in heaven: 
loosed in heaven.” 


has made this illumi- 
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ihe Spirit, by a mysterious control beyond our compre- 
hension, but in which we may and should believe, acted 
1) such a way upon chosen men while they were writ- 
ny the books of the Bible, that they were supernatu- 
rally guided in communicating the will of God. Their 
individual human personalities, their peculiar mental 
iynits, and even their forms and styles of literary ex- 
pression were apparently given full sway and liberty, 
and were used by the Spirit, and yet the product was 
w controlled that it became “the word of God, which 
liveth and abideth forever.” 1 Peter 1: 23. 


THE SUFFICING BIBLE 


WHEN I am tired, the Bible is my bed; 
Or in the dark, the Bible is my light; 
When I am hungry, it is vital bread; 
Or fearful, ’tis armor for the fight. 
When I am sick, ‘tis healing medicine; 
Or lonely, thronging friends I find therein. 


If 1 would work, the Bible is my tool; 
Or play, it is a harp of happy sound. 
If I am ignorant, it is my school; 
If 1 am sinking, it is solid ground. 
If 1 am cold, the Bible is my fire; 
And it is wings. if boldly I aspire. 


Should I be lost, the Bible is my guide; 

Or naked, it is raiment rich and warm. 
Am I imprisoned, it is ranges wide; 

Or tempest-tossed, a shelter from the storm. 
Would I adventure, 
Or would I rest, it is a 


Does gloom oppress? The Bible is a sun. 
Or ugliness? It is a garden fair. 

Am | athirst? How cool its currents run! 
“Or stified? What a vivifying air! 

Since thus thou givest of thyself to me. 

How should I give myself, great Book, to thee! 


— Amos R. Wells. 


* pipe HOUSE, LONDON 6 
The Malagasy Bible 
secutions in Madagascar; now preserved in the British 


Hidden during the per 
and Foreign Bible House, London. 


THE PRESERVATION OF THE BOOK 


BEFORE reaching us in any copy or translation, the 
divine word of God which is contained in the Bible 
passes through four successive forms. It existed first 
in the mind of God from all eternity. From His mind 
4) was conveyed to human minds. From their minds 
io whom God gave it, it passed into human speech, 
and took shape in words. This was its first translation, 
and this was supervised and controlled by God so that 
i, became His Word. Since then men have copied, 
tyanslated, and reproduced it through the centuries. 

ty such translations it has passed from country to 
eountry, and from one human language into another 
human language. 

Three of these operations were supernatural and 
its being in the mind of God, its passing 
f men, and its being trans- 
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divine, 
from His mind to the minds 0 
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lated from the minds of men under the operation of the 
Holy Spirit into the forms and symbols of human 
The fourth operation, that of its being 
is human and fallible, although 


language. 
copied and translated, 


A New Russian Bible 


of Russian Bibles. 
It was printed un 


, 30,000 copies, printed 
der Soviet supervision, 
pendent church organizations. 


This is a copy of the only edition 
since the revolution. 


in that country 
dition distributed to inde 


and the entire e 


ed a wonderful control over His Word 
and preserved it from gross errors. 


God has exercis 


The Rules of the Masorites 


The Word of God was committed to His people. 
there were scribes, or doctors of tra- 
e duty it was to transcribe 
d men carried respect for 
s Word to such a degree that they 
ted to copy the sacred 
ds and letters in the 


Among the Jews 
dition, called Masorites, whos 
the Scriptures. 
the letter of God’ 
were required, before being permit 
text, to count the number of wor 


These learne 
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manuscript they were to copy. They knew exactly how 
many words and how many letters there were in the 
entire Old Testament, and in every book of the Old 
‘Youtament. They knew which was the middle word 
in the entire book, and whith was the middle word 


ne 


The Time-Stained Bible 
Yhis Bible has been in use since 1807, for the purpose of swearing in justices 
of the United States Supreme Court at Washington, D. C. 


iy) each separate book. They knew how many thou- 
wands of times each letter occurred in the original 
manuscripts. They were not permitted to make any 
erasures. If they found, after copying, that a mistake 
had been made, they were required to destroy that copy 
and begin again. They could not change a letter after 
it was copied. Their blunders must not be corrected, 
but destroyed. 

The result of such care was that a remarkable degree 
of accuracy was maintained in the Hebrew Scriptures. 
The original text was astonishingly preserved through 


1) we YGTONE 


6 
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the centuries. Providence watched over it, the mighty 
hand of God intervened in behalf of it, and we have 
to this day what God gave “holy men of old.” 


The Integrity of the New Testament 

That God has exercised the same providential pro- 
tection of the integrity of the New Testament may be 
geen by a study of the various readings in all the 
manuscripts of New Testament books now in existence 
and known. 

In Europe, in Asia, in Africa, for fifteen hundred 
years, the sacred text was copied and recopied by thou- 
sands of transcribers. In monasteries, in colleges, in 
palaces, in churches, in houses of the clergy, scholars of 
many nations, with extreme care and strictness, have 
translated and copied the books of the New Testament. 
And the product of their labors has come down to us in 
the form of thousands of manuscripts in many lan- 
guages. 

Almost it can be said that these thousands of man- 
uscripts are without essential differences, but not quite. 


The Various Readings 

The extent of the labors expended on the examina- 
tion of these manuscripts in the search for differences, 
is unparalleled in any other field of literary research. 
Friends and enemies have, during the past three cen- 
turies, with immense patience and unflagging energy, 
scrutinized with scrupulous and minute attention these 
thousands of manuscripts in many languages,— Greek, 
Latin, Armenian, Ethiopic, Sahidic, Arabic, Persian, 
Slavonic, Coptic, Syriac, and Gothic,— and compared 
them one with another, and then with the ancient 
writings of the church where they have been quoted. 

The differences in- the readings of the manuscripts 
have been tabulated and listed until every such differ- 
ence is known. And when they have been collated and 
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brought together, the sum total of all the different 
readings which have yet been discovered, has been 
found to be so small as scarcely to change the essential 
moaning of any single verse in all the New Testament. 
“uch differences as have been found are merely in a 
single word, and more often in a single letter; and 
when all of them are put together, and allowed to have 
their full weight instead of the received text, not in 
any instance is any part of the teaching, the signifi- 
cance, the meaning, the doctrine, the truth, of the Bible 
changed even to the shadow of a single degree. 

On this point we can do no better than to quote 
from the writings of L. Gaussen, D. D., professor of 
Systematic Theology, Orataire, Geneva, as found in his 
“ Theopneustia,” without doubt the ablest and most 
learned book on the inspiration of the Bible. Dr. 
(Gaussen says: 


“The Lord has watched miraculously over His Word. This the 
facts of the case have demonstrated. 


Herculean Labors 


“In constituting as its depositaries, first, the churches of the 
Jewish people, and then those ‘of the Christian people, His provi- 
dence had by this means to see to the faithful transmission of the 
oracles of God to us. It has done this; and in order to the attain- 
ment of this result, it has put different causes in operation, of 
whieh we shall have again occasion to speak afterward. Late 
jenrned researches have thrown the clearest light on this great 
fact. Herculean labors have been bestowed, during the whole of 
the last century (particularly in its last half) and the first part of 
this, on the task of bringing together all the various readings that 
either the detailed examination of the manuscripts of Holy Scrip- 
jure preserved in the different libraries of Europe, or the study of 
the most ancient versions, or the searching out of the innumerable 
quotations made from our sacred books in all the writings of the 
Wathers of the church, could furnish; and this immense toil has 
ended in a result wonderful by its insignificance, and (shall I say?) 
imposing by its nullity. 

“Ags respects the Old Testament, the indefatigable investiga- 
tions and the four folios of Father Houbigant; the thirty years’ 
labors of John Henry Michaelis; above all, the great Critical Bible 


84 The Bible: Is It a True Book? 


and the ten years’ study of the famous Kennicott (who consulted 
581 Hebrew manuscripts) ; and, in fine, Professor Rossi’s collection 
of 680 manuscripts ;— as respects the New Testament, the no less 
gigantic investigations of Mill, Bengel, Wetstein, and Griesbach 
(who consulted 335 manuscripts for the Gospels alone); the latest 
researches of Nolan, Matthaei, Lawrence, and Hug; above all, those 
of Scholz (with his 674 manuscripts for the Gospels, his 200 for the 
Acts, his 256 for the epistles of Paul, his 93 for the Apocalypse, 
without reckoning his 53 Lectionaria) : all. these vast labors have 
go convincingly established the astonishing preservation of that 
text, copied nevertheless so many thousands of times (in Hebrew 
during thirty-three centuries, and in Greek during eighteen hun- 
dred years), that the hopes of the enemies of religion, in this 
quarter, have been subverted, and as Michaelis has said, ‘They 
have ceased henceforth to look for anything from those critical 
researches which they at first so warmly recommended, because 
they expected discoveries from them that have never been made. 
“The learned rationalist Hichhorn himself also owDS that the 
different readings of the Hebrew manuscripts collected by > Ken- 
nicott hardly offer sufficient interest to compensate for the trouble 
they cost! But these very misreckonings, and the absence of those 
discoveries, have proved a precious discovery for the church of 
God. She expected as much; but she is delighted to owe it to 
the labor of her very adversaries. ‘In truth,’ says a learned man 
of our day, ‘ but for those precious negative conclusions that people 
have come to, the direct result obtained from the consumption of 
go many men’s lives in these immense researches may seem to 
amount to nothing; and one may say that in order to come to it, 
time, talent, and learning have all been foolishly thrown away.’ 
But, as we have said, this result is immense in virtue of its 
nothingness, and all-powerful in virtue of its insignificance. 
“When one thinks that the Bible has peen copied during thirty 
centuries, aS no book of man has ever been or ever will be; that 
it was subjected to all the catastrophes and all the captivities :of 
Israel; that it was transported seventy years to Babylon; that: it 
has seen itself so often persecuted, or forgotten, or jnterdicted, or 
burned, from the days of the Philistines to those’ of the Seleucid ;— 
when one thinks that since the time of Jesus Christ, it has had 
to traverse the first three centuries of the imperial persecutions, 
when persons found in possession of the holy books were thrown 
to the wild peasts; next the seventh, eighth, and ninth centuries, 
when false books, false legends, and false decretals were everywhere 
multiplied; the tenth century, when so few could read, even among 
princes; the twelfth, thirteenth, and fourteenth centuries, when 
the use of the Scriptures in the vulgar tongue was punished with 
death, and when the books of the ancient Fathers were mutilated, 
when so many ancient traditions were garbled and falsified, even 
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in the very acts of the emperors, and to those of the councils ;— 
thon we can perceive how necessary it was that the providence of 
‘iod whould have always put forth its mighty power, in order that, 
on the one hand, the church of the Jews should give us, in its in- 


jourity, that Word which records its revolts, which predicts its 
yuin, whieh describes Jesus Christ; and, on the other, that the 
Chylatian churches (the most powerful of which, and the Roman sect 
in particular, interdicted the people from reading the sacred books, 
snd substituted in so many ways the traditions of the Middle Ages 


for the Word of God) should nevertheless transmit to us in all 
(heir purity, those Scriptures which condemn all their traditions, 
iholr images, their dead languages, their absolutions, their celibacy ; 
which say, that Rome would be the seat of a terrible apostasy, where 
‘ie man of sin would be seen sitting as God in the temple of God, 
waeing war on the saints, forbidding to marry, and to use meats 
which God had created; ’ which say of images, ‘Thou shalt not bow 


jown to them; ’ of unknown tongues, ‘ Thou shalt not use them; A 
of the cups (Drink ye all of it; ’ of the Virgin, ‘ Woman, what have 
i to do with thee?’ and of marriage, ‘Tt is honorable in all.’ 


" Now, althowgh all the libraries in which ancient copies of the 
sacred books may be found, have been called upon to give their 
joutimony; although the elucidations given by the fathers of all 
ayvow have been studied; although the Arabic, Syriac, Latin, Ar: 
monian, and Ethiopian versions have been collated; although all 
ihe manuseripts of all countries and ages, from the third to the 
sixteenth century, have been collected and examined a thousand i 
timon over, by countless critics, who have eagerly sought out some 
new text as the recompense and glory of their wearisome watch- 
inga; although learned men, not content with the libraries of the 
Wont, have visited those of Russia, and carried their researches 
into the monasteries of Mont Athos, Turkish Asia, and BHeypt, there 
to look for new instruments of the sacred text, ‘Nothing has been 
diimeovered,’ says a learned person already quoted, ‘not even a 
alnwle reading, that could throw doubt on any one of the passages 
hefore considered as certain. All the variantes, almost without 
exception, leave untouched the essential ideas of each phrase, and 
hour only on points of secondary importance,’ such as the insertion 
or the omission of an article or a conjunction, the position of an 
adjective before or after its substantive, the greater or less exact- 
youn of a grammatical construction.” 


[Sverywhere, then, we have the same Scripture. 
Given by God so many centuries ago, it is still the 
literal Word of God for the people of today. The 


miracle of its origin is equaled by the miracle of its 
preservation. 
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THE ACCURACY OF THE BOOK 


CHIEF among the evidences of the divine origin of 
the Bible is its infallible accuracy and precision, even 
when speaking of things to come. It is remarkable to 
be able to tell accurately the things of the past, but 
when predictions of the future are made, which deal 
not merely with broad, general outlines, but often with 
minute details, and the things predicted come to pass, 
this is clear evidence of the possession of divine fore- 


knowledge. 
Foreknowledge an Attribute Belonging to God Alone 


Tt was in the purpose of God that the Bible should 
afford, by means of its accurate prophetic utterances, 
convincing proof that it is indeed the word of the 
Omniscient One, as the following passage shows: 


“Remember the former things of old: for Tam God, and there 
is none else; I am God, and there is none like Me, declaring the 
end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that 
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are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do 
all My pleasure: calling a ravenous pird from the east, the man 
that executeth My counsel from a far country: yea, I have spoken 
it, I will also bring it to pass; L have purposed it, I will also do it.” 
Isa. 46:9-11. 

Foreknowledge of the events of the future is an 
attribute belonging to God alone. To all other gods 
He makes the challenge: 

“Produce your cause, saith the Lord; pring forth your strong 
reasons, saith the King of Jacob. Let them bring them forth, and 
show us what shall happen: Jet them show the former things, what 
they be, that we may consider them, and know the Jatter end of 
them; or declare us things for to come. Show the things that are 
to come hereafter, that we may know that ye are gods: yea, do 
good, or do evil, that we may be dismayed, and behold it together.”’ 
Isa, 41:21-28. 


This divine wisdom is displayed in a series of con- 
nected predictions contained in the Bible, specific in 
their nature, the study of which is calculated to be 
most convincing with reference to the accuracy and 
divine precision of the Bible. 

For the purposes of this illustration we shall take 
four of the great nations and cities of antiquity, Baby- 
lon, Egypt, Tyre, and Judea. We shall notice what 
Cod has foretold of each. 


Babylon, the Glory of Nations 
While Babylon ruled the world, and was the glory 
of nations, God foretold its fall: 
« Though Babylon should mount up to heaven, and though she 


should fortify the height of her strength, yet from Me shall spoilers 
come unto her, gaith the Lord.” Jer. 51: 53. 


« Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the peauty of the Chaldees’ 
excellency, shall be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah.” 
Isa. 13:19. 

The very nations who would destroy Babylon are 
named: : 

“Make bright the arrows; gather the shields: the Lord hath 


yaised up the spirit of the kings of the Medes: for His device is 
against Babylon, to destroy it; because it is the vengeance of the 
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Lord, the vengeance of His temple.” “ Prepare against her the 
nations with the kings of the Medes, the captains thereof, and all 
the rulers thereof, and all the land of his dominion.” Jer. 51:11, 28. 

«Behold, I will stir up the Medes against them, which shall 
not regard silver; and as for gold, they shall not delight in it. 
Their bows also shall dash the youns men to pieces; and they shall 
have no pity on the fruit of the womb; their eye ghall not spare 
children.” Isa. 13:17, 18. 


Cyrus Named Before He Was Born 
The name of the very man who would lead the 
armies against Babylon was foretold nearly two hundred 


«That saith of Cyrus, He is My shepherd, and shall perform 
all My pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; 
and to the temple, Thy foundation shall be laid.” Isa. 44; 28. 

«Thus saith the Lord to His anointed, to Cyrus, whose right 
hand I have holden, to subdue nations pefore him; and I will 
loose the loins of kings, to open before him the two-leaved gates; 
and the gates shall not be shut; I will go pefore thee, and make 
the crooked places straight: I will break in pieces the gates of 
prass, and cut in sunder the pars of iron: and I will give thee the 
treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of secret places, that thou 
mayest know that I, the Lord, which call thee by thy name, am 
the God of Israel. For Jacob My servant’s sake, and Israel Mine 
elect, I have even called thee by thy name: J have surnamed thee, 
though thou hast not known Me.” Isa. 45:1-4. 


Fulfilling these predictions, @ confederacy Was 
formed between the Medes and the Persians, Cyrus 
taking command of the Persians and bringing them 


‘under strict discipline. He then joined forces with his 


uncle, Cyaxares, known in history as Darius the Mede. 
They conquered the Armenians, the Hyrcanians, the 
Lydians, the Cappadocians, and other allies of Baby- 
lon, and finally marched on Babylon. All this was 
foretold : 

The Multitude That Compassed Babylon 


“Lo, I will raise and cause to come UD against Babylon an as- 
sembly of great nations from the north country: and they shall 
get themselves in array against her, from thence ghe shall be 
taken: their arrows shall be as of a mighty expert man; none shall 
return in vain.” “put yourselves in array against Babylon round 
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about: all ye that bend the bow, shoot at her, spare no arrows: 
for she hath sinned against the Lord.” “Behold, a people shall 
come from the north, and a great nation, and many kings shall be 
raised up from the coasts of the earth. They shall hold the bow 
and the lance: they are eruel, and will not show mercy: their voice 
shall roar like the sea, and they shall ride upon horses, every one 
put in array, like a man to the battle, against thee, O daughter of 
Babylon.” Jer. 50:9, 14, 41, 42. 


At the head of his great multitude Cyrus encom- 
passed Babylon, examined its defenses, concluded there 
must be a long siege, dug trenches entirely around the 
walls, erected towers, and made every preparation for 
a lengthy siege. 

The cowardice of the king of Babylon and its in- 
habitants was foretold: 


“The king of Babylon hath heard the report of them, and his 
hands waxed feeble: anguish took hold of him, and pain as of a 
woman in travail.” “The mighty men of Babylon have forborne to 
fight, they have remained in their holds: their might hath failed; 
they became as women.” Jer. 50:43; 51:30. 


The Suddenness of Babylon’s Fall 


The suddenness of Babylon’s fall, together with the 
method by which it was taken, the entry under the 
walls by the river bed, the running of the posts to tell 
the king, the surprise, all were predicted before they 
took place: 


“A drouth is upon her waters, and they shall be dried up: for 
it is the land of graven images, and they are mad upon their idols.” 
Jer. 50:38. y 

“One post shall run to meet another, and one messenger to 
meet another, to show the king of Babylon that his city is taken 
at one end.” “How is Sheshach taken! and how is the praise of 
the whole earth surprised! how is Babylon become an astonish- 
ment among the nations! ” Jer. 51:31, 41. 

“J have laid a snare for thee, and thou art also taken, O Baby- 
lon, and thou wast not aware: thou art found, and also caught, 
because thou hast striven against the Lord.” Jer. 50:24. 

“Thou hast trusted in thy wickedness: thou hast said, None 
seeth me. Thy wisdom and thy knowledge, it hath perverted thee; 
and thou hast said in thine heart, I am, and none else beside me. 
Therefore shall evil come upon thee; thou shalt not know from 


oe 
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whence it riseth: and mischief shall fall upon thee; thou shalt 
not be able to put it off: and desolation shall come upon thee sud- 
denly, which thou shalt not know.” Isa. 47:10, 11. ; 


It was foretold that the gates from the river to 
the city would be found open: 


“Thus saith the Lord to His anointed, to Cyrus, whose right 
hand I have holden, to subdue nations before him; and I will loose 
the loins of kings, to open before him the two-leaved gates; and 
the gates shall not be shut; I will go before thee, and make the 
crooked places straight: I will break in pieces the gates of brass, 
and cut in sunder the bars of jron.” Isa, 45:1, 2. 


Attack Made During a Great Feast 
It was predicted that the attack would be made 
during the time of a great feast: 


“Jn their heat I will make their feasts, and I will make them 
drunken, that they may rejoice, and sleep a perpetual sleep, and 
not wake, saith the Lord.” “ And I will make drunk her princes, 
and her wise men, her captains, and her rulers, and her mighty 
men: and they shall sleep a perpetual sleep, and not wake, saith 
the King, whose name is the Lord of hosts.” Jer. 51:39, 57. 


It was during 4 great feast that the attack took 
place and Babylon was overthrown : 

“Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a thousand of his 
lords, and drank wine before the thousand.” “In that night was 
Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain. And Darius the 
Median took the kingdom, being about threescore and two years 
old.” Dan. 5:1, 30, 31. 

Hearing the noise and the tumult, the king of Baby- 
lon sent to inquire its cause. When the doors of the 
palace were opened, the Persians rushed in, and the 
king was slain. This was all foretold: 

«The king of Babylon hath heard the report of them, and his 
hands waxed feeble: anguish took hold of him, and pangs as of a 
woman in travail.” Jer. 50:43. 

The multitude of the soldiers of Cyrus, the noise 
and tumult in the streets, were all predicted : 

“The Lord of hosts hath sworn by Himself, saying, Surely I 
will fill thee with men, as with caterpillars; and they shall lift 
up a shout against thee.” Jer. 51:14. 
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“Therefore shall her young men fall in the streets, and ‘all 
her men of war shall be cut off in that day, saith the Lord.” Jer. 
50:30. 


All the treasures of Babylon fell into the hands of 
Cyrus. God had declared that they would: 
“J will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden riches 


of secret places, that thou mayest know that J, the Lord, which call 
thee by thy name, am the God of Israel.” Isa. 45:3. 


Babylon to Become Tributary 


It was predicted that Babylon would fall from an 
imperial, sovereign city to a tributary city: 

“Come down, and sit in the dust, O virgin daughter of Babylon, 
sit on the ground: there is no throne, O daughter of the Chaldeans: 


for thou shalt no more be called tender and delicate. Take the 
millstones, and grind meal.” Isa. 47:1, 2. 


Later the city rebelled against Darius, at which 
time its gates were destroyed and the walls reduced. 
This had all been foretold: 


“Yea, the wall of Babylon shall fall.” “Thus saith the Lord 
of hosts: The broad walls of Babylon shall be utterly broken, and 
her high gates shall be burned with fire; and the people shall 
labor in vain, and the folk in the fire, and they shall be weary.” 
Jer. 51:44, 58. 


Later, Xerxes, king of the Medes and Persians, after 
his defeat in Greece, entered Babylon and rifled the 
treasures in the temple of Bel. This had not been 
overlooked by the prophet: 


“J will punish Bel in Babylon, and I will bring forth out of 
his mouth that which he hath swallowed up; and the nations shall 
not flow together any more unto him.’ ‘Therefore, behold, the 
days come, that I will do judgment upon the graven images of 
Babylon: and her whole land shall be confounded, and all her 
slain shall fall in the midst of her.” Jer. 51:44, 47. 


It was foretold that the inhabitants of Babylon 
should be exiled: , : 


“Out of the north there cometh up a nation against her, which 
shall make her land desolate, and none shall dwell therein: they 
shall remove, they shall depart, both man and beast.” “ Because 
of the wrath of the Lord it shall not be inhabited, but it shall be 


The Accuracy of the Book 93 


wholly desolate: every one that goeth by Babylon shall be aston- 
ished, and hiss at all her plagues.” Jer. 50:3, 13. 


Babylon to Remain Perpetually Desolate 
Not. satisfied with these particulars, God declared 
that Babylon should remain perpetually desolate : 


“They shall not take of thee a stone for a corner, nor a stone 
for foundations; put thou shalt be desolate forever, gaith the Lord.” 
Jer. 51:26. 

“So Jeremiah wrote in a book all the evil that should come 
upon Babylon, even all these words that are written against 
Babylon. And Jeremiah said to Seraiah, When thou comest to 
Babylon, and shalt see, and shalt read all these words; then shalt 
thou say, O Lord, Thou hast spoken against this place, to cut it off, 
that none shall remain in it, neither man nor peast, but that it 
shall be desolate forever. And it shall be, when thou hast made 
an end of reading this book, that thou shalt bind a stone to it, 
and cast it into the midst of Buphrates: and thou shalt say, Thus 
shall Babylon sink, and shall not rise from the evil that I will 
pring upon her: and they shall be weary. Thus far are the words 
of Jeremiah.” Jer. 51:60-64. 


Not only should its desolation be eternal, but also 
complete : 


« And will send unto Babylon fanners, that shall fan her, and 
shall empty her land: for in the day of trouble they ghall be against 
her round about.” “And the land shall tremble and sorrow: for 
every purpose of the Lord shall be performed against Babylon, to 
make the land of Babylon a desolation without an inhabitant.” 
“Per cities are a desolation, a dry land, and a wilderness, a land 
wherein no man dwelleth, neither doth any son of man pass 
thereby.” Jer. 51:2, 29, 43. 


Wild Beasts of the Desert 
The walls of Babylon were repaired in the fourth 
century after Christ, in order to make it an inclosure 
for wild beasts, it having been a hunting ground for 
Persian kings. This had not escaped the observation 
of the ancient prophets: 


“Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the peauty of the Chaldees’ 
excellency, shall be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. 
It-shall never be inhabited, neither shall it be dwelt in from gen- 
eration to generation: neither shall the Arabian pitch tent there: 
neither shall the shepherds make their fold there. But wild beasts 
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of the desert shall lie there; and their houses shall be full of 
doleful creatures; and owls shall dwell there, and satyrs shall 
dance there. And the wild beasts of the islands shall cry in their 
desolate houses, and dragons in their pleasant palaces: and her 
time is near to come, and her days shall not be prolonged.” Isa. 
13:19-22. 


“Therefore the wild beasts of the desert with the wild beasts 
of the islands shall dwell there, and the owls shall dwell therein: 
and it shall be no more inhabited forever; neither shall it be dwelt 
in from generation to generation. As God overthrew Sodom and 
Gomorrah and the neighbor cities thereof, saith the Lord; so shall 
no man abide there, neither shall any son of man dwell therein.” 
Jer. 50:39, 40. 

That it would finally decay and disintegrate and 
deteriorate into great heaps and mounds was also 
foretold: 


“Babylon shall become heaps, a dwelling place for dragons, 
an astonishment, and a hissing, without an inhabitant.” Jer, 51:37. 


Testimony of Explorers 
An explorer, Mignan, passing among these mounds, 
thus describes them: 


“Our path lay through the great mass of ruined heaps on the 
gite of shrunken Babylon. And I am perfectly incapable of convey- 


ing an adequate idea of the dreary, lonely nakedness that appeared 
before us.” 


Another, Porter, says: 


“A gilence, profound as the grave, reigns throughout the ruins. 
Babylon is now a silent scene, a sublime solitude.” 


Rauwolf says: 


“The eye wanders over a barren desert in which the ruins are 
nearly the only indication that it ever was inhabited.” 


And Rich says: 

“In most of the cavities are numerous owls and bats.” 

To which Mignan adds: 

“Venomous reptiles are very numerous throughout the ruins.” 
Tyre to Be Overthrown 


Because of its pride it was predicted that Tyre 
should be overthrown: 
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“Ts this your joyous city, whose antiquity is of ancient days? 
her own feet shall carry her afar off to sojourn. Who hath taken 
this counsel against Tyre, the crowning city, whose merchants 
are princes, whose traffickers are the honorable of the earth?” 
Tae 2oedanes 


The name of the man and the name of the power 
which should overthrow Tyre were foretold: 


“Thus saith the Lord God: Behold, I will bring upon Tyrus 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, a king of kings, from the north, 
with horses, and with chariots, and with horsemen, and companies, 
and much people. He shall slay with the sword thy daughters in 
the field: and he shall make a fort against thee, and cast a mount 
against thee, and lift up the puckler against thee. And he shall 
set engines of war against thy walls, and with his axes he shall 
preak down thy towers. By reason of the abundance of his horses 
their dust shall cover thee: thy walls shall shake at the noise of the 
horsemen, and of the wheels, and of the chariots, when he shall 
enter into thy gates, as men enter into a city wherein is made a 
preach. With the hoofs of his horses shall he tread down all thy 
streets: he shall slay thy people by the sword, and thy strong gar- 
risons shall go down to the ground.” Eze. 26:7-11. 


It was predicted that the inhabitants of Tyre would 
flee to the islands off the mainland from the siege of 
Nebuchadnezzar. This they did: 


“Pass ye over to Tarshish; howl, ye inhabitants of the isle.” 
Isa. 23: 6. 

“Now shall the isles tremble in the day of thy fall; yea, the 
isles that are in the sea shall be troubled at thy departure.” 
Eze. 26:18. 


To Be Rebuilt After Seventy Years 


After seventy years Tyre was to be rebuilt and 
restored: 


“Jt shall come to pass in that day, that Tyre shall be forgotten 
seventy years, according to the days of one king: after the end 
of seventy years shall Tyre sing as a harlot. Take a harp, go about 
the city, thou harlot that hast been forgotten; make sweet melody, 
sing many songs, that thou mayest be remembered. 

“ And it shall come to pass after the end of seventy years, that 
the Lord will visit Tyre, and she shall turn to her hire, and shall 
commit fornication with all the kingdoms of the world upon the 
face of the earth.’ Isa. 23;15-17. 
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Tyre was restored, not on the old site on the main- 
land, but on an island. This had not escaped the obser- 
vation of the prophet: 


iS Be still, ye inhabitants of the isle; thou whom the merchants 
of ete pass over the sea, have replenished.” Isa. 23:2 
n their wailing they shall take up a lamentatio th 
: nm for thee, 
and lament over thee, saying, What city is like Tyrus, like the 
destroyed in the midst of the sea?” Haze. 27: 32. 


To Be Destroyed Again by Fire 


The prediction was made that it woul ale 
i 3 4 
again, this time by fire: e destroyed 


-«Myrus did build herself a stronghold, and h i 

4 eaped up silver 
the dust, and fine gold as the mire of the streets. Best the ata 
will cast her out, and He will smite her power in the deal: and sh 
shall be devoured with fire.” Zech. 9:3, 4. un i 


In’ order to capture the cit j 

t y, now an island, Alex- 
ander took timbers and stones from the ruins of the 
old city and laid them in the water of the sea and 


made a causeway out to the new cit ; 
i c on th 
by which his army took Tyre: vy e island, 


“They shall make a spoil of th i 

E s y riches, and make a pre of 
thy merchandise: and they shall break down thy walls, and eae 
thy pleasant houses: and they shall lay thy stones and thy timber 
and thy dust in the midst of the water.” Eze. 26:12 


A Place for the Spreading of Nets 
Though the city was built once again, the predic- 
tion was to the effect that it should be eternally de- 


stroyed, and become a place for the spreadi 
in 7 ad 
in the midst of the sea: Pp ing of nets 


: 4 Thus gaith the Lord God: When I shall make thee a desolate 
city, like the cities that are not inhabited; when I shall bring u 
the deep upon thee, and great waters shall cover thee; when I aa 
bring thee down with them that descend into the pit with the 
people of old time, and shall set thee in the low parts of the earth 
in places desolate of old, with them that go down to the pit that 
thou be not inhabited; and I shall set glory in the land of the 
living; I will make thee a terror, and thou shalt be no more: 


though thou be sought for 
: , yet shalt th rer ace 
saith the Lord God.” Hze. 26:19-21. ou never be found again, 
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«Therefore saith the Lord God: Behold, 1 am against thee, O 
Tyrus, and will cause many nations to come up against thee, as 
the sea causeth his waves to come Up. And they shall destroy the 
walls of Tyrus, and break down her towers: I will also scrape her 
dust from her, and make her like the top of a rock. It shall be a 
place for the spreading of nets in the midst of the sea: for I have 
spoken it, saith the Lord God: and it shall become a spoil to the 
nations.” ‘And I will make thee like the top of a rock: thou shalt 
pe a place to spread nets upon, thou shalt be built no more: for 
I the Lord have spoken it, gaith the Lord God.” Bze. 26:3-5, 14. 


Every detail of these predictions has been exactly 
fulfilled. Tyre is a great island rock today, inhabited 
by a few fishermen, who spread their nets there in 
the midst of the sea, just as was foretold twenty-five 
hundred years ago by the ancient prophets of the Bible. 


Prophecies of Egypt's Downfall 

Egypt was the most easily defended country in the 
world when the Hebrew prophets spoke for God. It 
had ruled the known world, and was the center of the 
arts, sciences, and idolatries of the world. It had ex- 
tended its sway over many adjoining countries and 
maintained its independence for a thousand years. God 
declared that it should be invaded, conquered, spoiled, 
become a prey evermore to strangers, never have a 
native prince, sink into barbarism, renounce idolatry, 
and become famous for its desolations. All of these 
things, to the last detail, have taken place: 


“The sword shall come upon Egypt, and great pain shall be 
in Ethiopia, when the slain shall fall in Egypt. and they shall take 
away her multitude, and her foundations ghall be broken down.” 
“J will make the rivers dry, and sell the land into the hand of the 
wicked: and I will make the land waste, and all that is therein. 
by the hand of strangers: I the Lord have spoken it. Thus saith 
the Lord God: I will also destroy the idols, and I will cause their 
images to cease out of Noph; and there ghall be no more a prince 
of the land of Begypt: and I will put a fear in the land of Egypt.” 
Eze. 30:4, 12, 15. 

“Jt shall be the pasest of the kingdoms; neither shall it exalt 
itself any more above the nations: for I will diminish them, that 
they shall no more rule over the nations.” Eze. 29: 15. 


7, 


” ) f 
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The Dispersion of the Jews 
Of Judea God predicted that it would be emptied 
of its people, the Jews, and remain uncultivated, re- 
taining all its former fertility, while the people were 
to be dispersed over all the earth, and yet never lose 
their distinct national characteristics, nor become amal- 
gamated with their neighbors: 


“J will make your cities waste, and bring your sanctuaries 
unto desolation, and I will not smell the savor of your sweet odors. 
And I will bring the land into desolation: and your enemies which 
dwell therein shall be astonished at it. And I will scatter you 
among the heathen, and will draw out a sword after you; and 
your land shall be desolate, and your cities waste. Then shall 
the land enjoy her sabbaths, as long as it lieth desolate, and ye be 
in your enemies’ land; even then shall the land rest, and enjoy 
her sabbaths.” Lev. 26: 31-54. 

“Therefore shall Zion for your sake be plowed as a field, and 
Jerusalem shall become heaps, aud the mountain of the house as 
the high places of the forest.” Micah 3:12. 


Of the Jews God said long centuries ago: 


“Lo, the people shall dwell alone, and shall not be reckoned 
among the nations.” Num. 23: 9. 


This is apparently but not really contradicted by 
these other predictions of the Lord: 

“J will scatter:you among the heathen, and will draw out a 
sword after you.” Lev. 26: 33. 


“Lo, I will command, and I will sift the house of Israel among 
all nations, like as corn is sifted in a sieve, yet shall not the least 
grain fall upon the earth.” Amos 9:9. 


The Nation Destroyed; the People Preserved 
Their national destruction was further threatened : 


“ Among these nations shalt thou find no ease, neither shall 
the sole of thy foot have rest: but the Lord shall give thee there 
a trembling heart, and failing of eyes, and sorrow of mind: and 
thy life shall hang in doubt before thee; and thou shalt fear day 
and night, and shalt have none assurance of thy life.’ Deut. 
28:65, 66. 


Notwithstanding all this punishment, and disper- 
sion, and persecution, it is predicted that Israel shall 
still exist as a people, contrary to all expectation : 


4 The longest chapter 1s the 119th psalm; 
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+1 the land of their enemies, 
“Yet, for all that, when they be in t 
I will Ba cast them away, neither will I abhor them, to destroy 


them utterly.” Lev. 26:44. 


In these passages we have four distinct predictions, 
__ of national peculiarity, world-wide dispersion, griev- 


i tion. The ful- 

ous oppression, and remarkable preserva 
arent has been before the eyes of the world Bree 
“the centuries. To this day the Jews remain a distinc 


INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT THE BIBLE 


| THE Bible contains 3,566,480 letters, 810,697 words, 31,175 
verses, 1,189 chapters, and 66 books. lene een 
; i hapter, the 117th psalm. 
| aes middle verse is the eighth of the 118th peal 
The longest name is in the eighth chapter of Isaiah. sae 
The word “ and’’ occurs 46,627 times; the word ord, 


ae thirty-seventh chapter of Isaiah and the nineteenth chapter 


f Kings are alike. 
at acd ae cs the Hinth of the eighth chapter of Esther; 


ee ee is the thirty-fifth of the eleventh chapter of 
John. *% 


y Y chapter of Ezra are 
In the twenty-first verse of. the seventh p 


f the alphabet, except J: " 
rg Sco areas P nowlédge, wisdom, holiness, and love. 
oe ee 


i ther race. Probably 

ople unamalgamated with any Oo 
ee oppressed, more fervently hated, than any other 
people of history, they have endured the wrath and 
persecutions of their enemies through the ages, but 


instead of diminishing they seem to grow more nu- 


us. . . . . 
we one with these examples of divine precision and 


accuracy before us, we can say with Paul: 


« All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is oe 
for doctrine for reproof, for correction, for instruction in T1g teous- 


that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished 
ness: 


unto all good works.” 2 Tim. 3:16, 17. 


THE BIBLE A BEACON LIGHT 


““We have also a more sure word of 

J prophecy; whereunto ye 
pone heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until ike be ake ergy x 
the day-star arise in your hearts.” 2 Peter 1:19. Raed 
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AIMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


Forty-two cases of 


Bibles for the Far East 
Bibles and New Testaments leaving the agency for the 
Chinese army. 


THE PROPHECIES OF THE BOOK 


THE prophecies of the Bible concerning Christ con- 
tain the strongest and most convincing evidence of the 
divine origin of the Book. These prophecies are nu- 
merous, full and complete. 

The first great promise to Eve that her Seed should 
pruise the serpent’s head, is the prophecy of the com- 
ing of a Deliverer, and was fulfilled in Christ. Gen. 
3:15; Gal. 3: 16. 

The dying prophecy of Jacob in Egypt pointed for- 
ward to the coming of Shiloh, the Prince of Peace. 


Gen. 49: 10. 


Moses, the man of God, through inspiration, made 


known the coming of another Prophet like unto himself, 

clothed with such authority as the mouthpiece of God 

that the rejection of His words would bring the hearer 

into judgment. Deut. 18:15, 18, 19; Acts 222-24. 
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A prophecy of Christ on the cross is contained in His triumphal entry into J lage HORE 

the twenty-second psalm. The sufferings of the Victim cifixion was prophesied by Zechariah.) Zecne 

(verse 14),— His hands and feet pierced (verse 16) ; 19: 35-38. 

stripped of His garments and partially nude, with the The Prophecies Bear Witness to Christ 

people looking on (verses 17, 18) ; the passers-by mock- His performance of miracles was foretold by Isaiah. 

ing and deriding Him (verse 7); His agony attended Tea 292185 Matt. 11:4, 5. 


by, great thirst (verse 15); and His last despairing cry 
(verse 1),—these were all faithfully portrayed cen- 
turies before they took place on Calvary. 


The Prophecy of the Virgin Birth 

The virgin birth of our Lord was foretold seven 
hundred years before it occurred. Isa. 7:14; Matt. 
1 

That the child born to us should be God Himself 
was predicted long before He came. Isa. 9:6, 7. 

His vicarious atonement, His propitiatory sacrifice, 
and His substitutionary death, are all set forth in 
Isaiah 53. ! 

The exact time of the appearance of the Messiah to 
His people is revealed in Daniel 9: 24, 25. And it was 


exactly fulfilled. Mark 1: 15. 
The place of His birth was foretold accurately. : 
Micah 5: 2. : 


The slaughter of the innocents in connection with 
His birth is a subject of divine prediction. Jer. 31:15; 
Matt. 2: 16-18. E. J. HALL 


n the ay to Emmaus J 
The preaching of John the Baptist as His forerunner “Beginning at Moses LOIRE, HE repack, He expounded ute, em in all 
was outlined. Isa. 40: 33 John aie 19, 23. the Scriptures the things concerning 
What would be contained in the preaching of Christ David predicted the opposition of the Jewish lead- 
was predicted. Isa. 61: 1-3; Luke 4: 16-19, 21. line: Ps, 225 Mark 3: 6. ate 
The treatment He would receive while hanging on His submission to scourging and contempt, and 3 
the cross was made known to David. Ps. 69:21; Matt. insults directed at Him, were foreseen by Isaiah an 
27; 34. David. Isa. 50:5, 6; Ps. 22:7, 83 Matt. 27: 89-43. 
His triumph over death was predicted. Ps. 16:10; Thus in minute detail the prophecies of the Old 


Matt. 28; 1-10, Testament bear witness to Christ, to His birth, His 
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genealogy, the time of His coming, His deity, His 
miracle-working power, His salvation, His sroheaneh 
His preaching, His betrayal, His trial, His Conic 
His scourging and sufferings, His death, His eae 
His resurrection, and His ascension. And all of is 
hae any of it took place. i 
ere can be, therefore, no question a 

the One who knows the end from the hoe eine 
have caused these ancient prophecies of the Bible to 
be written. There is no better evidence of the inspi 
ration and divine authority of the Bible than is ae 
tained in these wonderful prophecies regarding Christ 

There are other astonishing prophecies contained i 
the Bible, some regarding the nations of old, some re 
garding individuals, some regarding cities and eA 
regarding the nations that have existed He. the Bible 


was completed, a : : 
ee Fy nd even some regarding the nations 


Prophecies of Daniel and the Revelation 


The books of Daniel and the R i 
0k: evelation are fill 
with predictions covering the centuries from the x 
of Daniel and John to the present. No more helpful 
ae can be urged upon the student of the Word of 
: oe ie Foci ia of these great lines of Bible 
heey é g : 
ee y wi e history of the nations to which they 
In the second chapter of the b i 
ook of Daniel i 
prophecy given to Nebuchadnezzar in the an of 


great metallic image, and interpreted by Daniel. The ° 


head of this image was of gold, its brea 

silver, its thighs of brass, its legs of sey ernie: a 

and toes part of iron and part of clay. ‘i 
A careful study of this prophecy discloses the fact 

that the head of gold represented the first universal 

empire, Babylon; the breast and arms of silver, ee 
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Persia; the thighs of brass, Greece; the legs of iron, 
Rome; the feet and toes of iron and clay, the modern 
nations of Europe today. All that was foretold in this 
amazing outline of the world’s history has been most 
wonderfully fulfilled. The prophecy closes, as most of 
these great prophecies do, with the prediction of the 
coming of the eternal kingdom of Christ during the 
time of the present kingdoms of the world. 


Great Empires of History 


In the seventh chapter of Daniel is another great 
prophecy of the great empires of the world between 
Daniel’s time and the end of human history. Babylon 
is shown under the symbol of a lion with two wings; 
Medo-Persia, aS a bear; Greece, aS a leopard with four 
heads; pagan Rome, as a monstrous ten-horned beast; 
and papal Rome, the opponent of the people and truth 
and church of God, as the shrewd, cunning, powerful 
little horn, which would persecute, and slay, and de- 
stroy the people of God, and seek to change the law of 
God. Here, too, the prophecy closes with the triumph 
of God and the establishment of God’s kingdom over 
all the earth, and the victory of the saints. 

In the eighth chapter of the book of Daniel another 
great line of prophecy begins, this time with Medo- 
Persia, which is set forth under the symbol of a ram 
having two horns; succeeded by Greece as a goat; fol- 
lowed by Rome in both pagan and papal phases, again 
as a little horn, which became exceeding great. The 
opposition of Rome to God and His work and people, 
the substitution of a human system of ministry and 
mediation for the ministry and mediation of Christ, the 
deception of human souls to their eternal destruction, 
and the final triumph of Christ and the truth,— all are 
clearly and graphically set forth in this prophecy. It 
continues through chapters nine, ten, eleven, and twelve. 
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The Prophecies of the Revelation 


In the book of Revelation there is contained proph- 
ecy after prophecy covering the Christian era. In chap- 
ters two and three there is the prophecy of the seven 
churches, which covers the history of the true church 
of Christ during the centuries of the Christian era, 
beginning with the church as established by the apos- 
tles and reaching to the church of today, the whole 
time between Christ’s first and second comings being 
divided into seven periods. 

In chapters five, six, seven, and eight is the proph- 
ecy of the seven seals, in which the religious history 
of the world from the first advent of Christ is fore- 
told. Beginning with the time of the apostles, when 
the church was pure in faith and life, and “ went forth 
conquering, and to conquer,” the student is carried 
through its departure and apostasy from Christ to its 
fall. There are foretold the counterfeit system estab- 
lished in the papacy, the Reformation, the remnant 
church, and finally the church triumphant in the king- 
dom of heaven. 

In chapters eight, nine, and eleven is the prophecy 
of the seven trumpets, covering the chief political and 
warlike events of the Christian era, first in the breaking 
up of Western Rome, then the disintegration of Kastern 
Rome, and closing the scene with the ominous words: 


“The nations were angry, and Thy wrath is come, and the 
time of the dead, that they should be judged, and that Thou 
shouldst give reward unto Thy servants the prophets, and to the 
saints, and them that fear Thy name, small and great; and shouldst 
destroy them which destroy the earth.’ Rev. 11:18. (See Ps. 
2:8, 9; Dan. 2:44, 45.) 


The United States in Prophecy 
In the tenth chapter is a prophecy of the closing 


movement of the gospel which will carry to all the 
earth the definite message of the Lord’s return. 
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In the twelfth, thirteenth, and fourteenth chapters 
is another prophecy covering the time of the eee 
era, beginning with the Christian church under : 
symbol of a woman; setting forth the persecution 0 
Christ and His people by pagan Rome under ue oe 
bol of a great red ‘dragon, by papal Rome un rb : e 
symbol of a ten-horned leopard beast ; and _ We 
with the rise, progress, and destiny of the United : es 
under the symbol of the two-horned lamblike beas - 
well as with the rise, progress, and glorious ee 
of the final message of ae ee Christ, the grea 

sage of Revelation 14. 
ee pe and sixteen contain | the laa 
of the seven last plagues, which will bring an end to 
sinners and the works of man on this planet. ee 

Chapters seventeen and eighteen contain addi me 
prophecies of the closing ede of as, history, the 

bylon, or apostate re : 
oa bas of the book reveal the events 
of the millennium, the descent of the holy city, ie fiery 
cleansing of the earth, the destruction of sin an oe 
ners, the glorified new earth, and the eternal reign 0 
Christ with His people. 
Prophecy Divinely Given 

The circumstantial particularity of these CU 
predictions, their high improbability at the ey ey 
were given, their progressive fulfilment ee a oie 
ries of centuries, and the great variety of the oe : 
predicted, make it altogether impossible to pie ' 
them on any other ground than that they were ae 
given. They have proved true in every case an a 
every particular. Taken as a whole, they TO 
only an omniscient God could have inspired : e he ; 
Only the One who knows the end from the ce oe 
could thus have outlined iuman history in advance, 
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HELEN KELLER AND HER TEACHER 


Though totally blind, 
blind, ‘‘In Him was life; 
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and the life was the light of men.” 


John 


she is reading by touch from her Bible published for the 
1:4. 


A Christian Mother of Korea 


THE STUDY OF THE BOOK 


THE Book is the supreme rule of faith. We reject 
a man who claims to be infallible; we refuse to ac- 
knowledge a church that claims infallibility; but we 
gladly submit to God’s infallible Book. 

By speaking of the Bible as an infallible Book, we 
mean that it does not err, and cannot mislead the soul 
that is seeking for salvation. All who read the Bible 
may err in their understanding of its meaning. Yet 
they do not need to err, and if they will submit to be 
led in their understanding by the Spirit of God, which 
is the only infallible interpreter of the Book, they will 
not miss the way to the Redeemer. “If any man will- 
eth to do His will, he shall know of the teaching.” 
John 7:17, A. R. V. 

So it is in this sense that we speak of the Bible as 
perfect. It may not be perfect as literature, but it is 
perfect in its fitness and adequacy for jts own purpose. 
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Minor imperfections may be found in the Scriptures in 
grammar, in style, in artistic order of thought, in 
poetic flights, and in other features. There may SS aneae 
slight inaccuracies of quotation and reference, dates and 
proper names, fragmentary reports of discourses and 
events; but such imperfections do not impair the per 
fect fitness of the Scriptures for their own one nd 
make men wise unto salvation. sis | 


The Church Not a Divine Interpreter 


Sometimes the difficulties in the way of - 
derstanding of the Bible, together Oi its ein 
and deficiencies, are exaggerated, and the position is 
taken that a clear understanding of its mysteries must 
be supplied by “the church,’ and that from “ the 
church” alone can we learn the true way of life avd 
salvation. 

Our reply is that the Bible is its own expositor. 
Comparing scripture with scripture, each may arrive 
at a correct understanding of God’s will concerning 
him. It is the work of God’s Holy Spirit to make clear 
Pgs: man’s duty, and the promise of the Saviour is 

When He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He will ute 
you into all truth.” Some, through no fault of their 
own, may be unable to obtain that fulness of knowledge 
and certainty of understanding concerning the teach- 
ings of the Bible which others enjoy. Many a person 
believes in Christ to the saving of his soul before he 
knows very much about the deeper teaching of the 
Bible. But all that is necessary to salvation is pre- 
ee a the fe with such fulness and clearness 

at ordinary readers or he i 
amano eae arers may easily learn from 

The purpose of the Bible is to reveal to sinners the 
way of salvation. The knowledge. it supplies, there- 
fore, must be sufficient to accomplish this sublime pur- 
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pose. It is in this sense that the Bible is perfect and 
infallible. It makes one “ wise unto salvation.” And 
it does more. - Said the apostle Paul to Timothy: 


“Prom a child thou hast known the Holy Scriptures; which 
are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which 
is in Jesus Christ. All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for in- 
struction in righteousness.” 2 Tim. 8:15, 16. 

Again we read: 


“-Whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for 
our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the Scrip- 
tures might have hope.” Rom. 15:4. 


To Form Our Opinions for Ourselves 


Only in the Scriptures are the paramount problems 
of God and salvation solved which have profoundly 
moved the minds of the greatest thinkers, and which 
have found no solution outside the Bible. Only in the 
Scriptures have we a satisfactory manifestation of the 
existence, omnipresence, omniscience, omnipotence, and 
nature of God; an explanation of sin and its results; 
and a revelation of salvation from sin. 

Here the conditions of salvation are clearly set 
forth; the purest principles of morality are declared; 
a noble system of ethics is made known; the way 
to approach God in worship is disclosed; the veil 
hiding the future state is lifted. Here the old, old 
question which philosophy has never been able to an- 
swer, “ What is man’s chief good?” is fully answered, 
and in addition, the way to reach it is revealed. 

There is no higher duty for mankind than to become 
acquainted with the teachings of the Scriptures. One 
writer has said: 


“Tt is the first and highest duty of every rational being to learn 
from the Scriptures what is truth, and then to walk in the light, 
and encourage others to follow his example. We should day by 
day study the Bible diligently, weighing every thought, and com- 
paring scripture with scripture. With divine help, we are to form 
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our opinions for ourselves, aS we are to answer for ourselves be- 
fore God.”— The Great Controversy,” by Mrs. BE. G. White, Dp. 598. 

Creeds, sermons, interpretations, exegeses, commen- 
taries, are not sufficient for the soul that is groping 
for the light, and desires to place his feet upon im- 
mutable truth. The Bible itself should be studied, and 
the individual judgment guided by its teachings. It is 
not enough, and it is not safe, to take the word of any 
man, no matter how sincere and learned he may be. 

Tt is a natural craving of the human heart to under- 
stand its relationship to God, its connection with its 
fellow men, the meaning of its existence in this world, 
the possibility of a hereafter, its present duty and 
happiness, and the supreme good of human existence. 
That craving can be satisfied only by learning what the 
Scriptures say, and by bringing the life into harmony 
with its divine principles. 


S gfa8 g =e 


‘=. gae,uee @ mee 


Not Creeds, but the Bible 


Many creeds and confessions of faith are good, and 
contain much that is true and worthy. They are not, 
however, the fount of Christian truth. They are not the 
standard of appeal on questions of doctrine and duty. 
They may be a convenient and useful way of stating 
what is believed. By means of them a church may 
make itself better understood among its own members 
and by others. They may lessen the liability to con- 
fusion and error. They may standardize worship, and 
focus many lines of Christian faith for discussion and 
contemplation. They cannot, however, not even the 
great historical creeds, rank with the Bible as stand- 
ards. The highest authority they can possibly have is 


an ecclesiastical authority. 
The authority of the Bible is divine. The creeds 
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Wide World NTR : 
THE WORLD'S LARGEST BIBLE are often very able, but they vee the productions of 
This stack of books, over ten feet high, makes up one copy of the Bible printed men, and therefore fallible. The Bible wae produced 
112 in the American Braille for the blind. | 8 
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ps the control and guidance and direction of the 
pirit of God, and is therefore infallible. The creed 
are not binding upon the conscience; the Bible is. Th : 
contain only human echoes of the heavenl fh ns 
the Bible is that message. ai on wok 


No man’s interpretation i is i i 

just because the Bible is. ite piage siete beat 
perfect faculties, ignorance, and it may be idienatte 
preconceptions. Their understanding Ban ay Mouded 
their judgment biased, their reasoning faculties fe bI 
They can give no assurance of inerrancy. aud 


Commentaries Helpful, but Not to Take the Place of 
the Scriptures 
The man who studies th i 
c ‘ e Bible may urderst 
oe to save him, but he does not understand it at 
_ drinking of the well of undefiled truth which the 
ible contains, what he fills himself with may be im- 
aan! defiled by his preconceived ideas. He may 
og ou me: a understanding daily, but not 
into perfect vision. He may by constant i 
BLD Die Coens become a great theologian ied 
positor of God’s Word, without ever comi 4 
} ; oming t 
court of last appeal for the people of God. Be tte 


It will be of help to the student i 
understand the geography, the ee ae eg Paes i 
and the peoples of the Bible. It is as oe f ea 
for him to avail himself of all the aids to Bible he 
which are available. He will derive great berate i 
from the reading of side lights to the Bible hich 
illuminate the historic perspective and interpret : * 
and statements in regard to their respective co ot 
tions. Hence commentaries on the Bible may h Hae 
its understanding, but they can never share Mace 
its divine authority. tis 
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The Responsibility of the Individual 


As each individual must stand at the judgment bar 
of God and answer for himself for the deeds he has 
done,. it is plain that God requires each one to con- 
form to the standard He has established and which He 
has revealed in the Sacred Scriptures. It is the right, 
therefore, of each individual to compare himself and 
his life with that standard for himself. We do not 
challenge the right of any church to determine the 
ecclesiastical standard by which its members or public 
teachers are voluntarily and mutually bound so long as 
they elect to remain in its communion, but we insist 
that the individual Christian has a duty, as well as a 
high privilege, to make use of and study the Bible for 
himself, and determine his conduct by its teachings. 
The truth of the Scripture being that by which he will 
finally be judged, he surely has the right to test himself 
by that truth in his daily walk with God. To deprive 
him of this right is to take from him far more than 
gold and silver. 

Certainly, if others have no right to take this right 
from him, neither can he on his part renounce that 
right without forsaking his duty. This responsibility 
of the individual carries with it the impossibility of 
throwing off the obligation to learn and obey the rule 
of duty. Because of weakness or wickedness, 2 man 
may barter away this privilege and his birthright, may 
neglect the duty of consulting the standard of truth 
and righteousness, may substitute something else for 
it; but if he does, let him know that the sovereign 
Judge is no party to the bargain, and he will be with- 
out excuse in the day when he stands before God. 


Christ the Center 
We must study the Bible in order that we may know 
Christ. He is the heart of it. He is our salvation. He 
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is not only the revelation, but also the revealer. He is 
the center of light and power. Compared with Him, 
all other manifestations and revelations are pale and 
indistinct. The prophets pointed forward and the 
apostles pointed backward to Him. He is the center 
and perfection of all the revelations of God. Prophets 
and apostles were but bearers of that message; He is 
the message. They were but heralds of the King; He 
is the King. It is by the study of the Holy Scriptures 
that we learn of Him, that we are brought to Him, 
that we accept Him, that we grow up into Him. 


The Importance of Sound Doctrine 


We must study the Bible in order that we may know 
its doctrines, and thus become thoroughly furnished 
unto all good works. Some would cast all doctrines 
aside. They applaud the morals of Christianity, but 
dislike its doctrines. Such a conception overlooks the 
surpassing importance of true doctrine. 

The primitive Christians “continued steadfastly in 
the apostles’ doctrine.” Acts 2:42. It is a rich gift 
from heaven to “know of the doctrine, whether it be 
of God.” John 7:17. Paul thanked the Lord that the 
believers in Rome “ obeyed from the heart that form 
of doctrine which was delivered” them. Rom. CoAT AS 
He exhorted Timothy to “ give attendance .. . to doc- 
trine,” and bade him “take heed ” unto. himself, “ and 
unto the doctrine,” which would save him and his hear- 
ers. 1 Tim. 4:18, 16. 


“Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of 
Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, 
he hath both the Father and the Son. If there come any unto you, 
and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your: house, 
neither bid him Godspeed.” 2 John 9, 10. 


“Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that 
he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and-to-convince 
the gainsayers.” ‘Titus 1:9. 
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“Speak thou the things which become sound doctrine.” 
Re eae put the brethren in remembrance of these things, thou 
shalt be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the 
words of faith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou hast attained.” 
1 Tim. 4: 6. 

To take away the chief doctrines from Christianity 
is to emasculate it. It is true that doctrine without 
godliness is a barren tree. But it is equally true that 
godliness without doctrine is as impossible as fruit 
without a tree. Doctrine appropriated by living faith 
results in loving obedience. The followers of a religion 
without doctrine are lost in a thick fog, imagining 
things that are not, and missing things that are. Strong 
belief in sound doctrine constitutes a clear grip of 
realities. 

Forgetting the vitalizing power of truth, some one 
cries, “ Christianity is a life.’ We agree. But it is a 
life “by the faith of the Son of God,” that is, faith 
in the written doctrine. 

“These are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life 
through His name.” John 20: 31. 

Another says, “ Christianity is a new birth.” True. 
But it is a new birth which comes through believing 
“that Jesus is the Christ.” (See 1 John 5: 1.) 

“ Christianity,’’ says another, “is salvation.” So 
we believe. But it is salvation through “belief of the 
truth.” 2 Thess. 2: 13. 

Christianity is proclaimed to be freedom. So it is. 
But it is the truth that makes men free. John 8: 82. 

By others Christianity is declared to be the doing 
of good deeds. Just so. But the man of God is made 
“complete,” and “furnished completely unto every 
good work,” by the “ doctrine,” “ reproof,” ‘ correc- 
tion,”’ and “instruction in righteousness” given in the 
God-breathed Scripture. 2 Tim. 3:16, 17. 
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The Supreme Standard 
The Bible, then, is the supreme standard by which 
every moral act and every doctrine claiming to be 
Christian must be tested, and to which they must 
conform. 
The Bible is the source of religious knowledge and 
the test of doctrine and conduct, and it is designed not 
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MARY SLESSOR’S BIBLE 


Every page is thus filled with marks that bear eloquent witness to the care 
and frequency with which this missionary heroine studied the divine Word. 


only to uplift the sinner morally and spiritually, but 
also to secure his full and eternal salvation. 

After begetting us unto newness of life, the Scrip- 
ture feeds and nourishes that newly begotten life. It 
brings to us the familiar voice of our Redeemer, coun- 
seling us in our hopes and fears, our joys and sorrows, 
our struggles and triumphs. It makes Him our com- 
panion through all the days of our pilgrimage. Its 
special business is with our character. 
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Receiving it into the heart with sincere affection, 
means that we receive thereby infinite power for safety 
and victory, infinite wisdom for counsel, infinite love 
for helping others in need. Dwelling in God’s Word, 
we think His thoughts after Him, and thus our char- 
acter is built after the similitude of His. 


It is all this, however, only if we obey it. 


“ Whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth 
therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, 
this man shall be blessed in his deed.” James 1: 25. 


“The Bible, and the Bible Only ” 


While the Bible is a mine of untold treasure, it is 
only a partially worked mine. It has far more truth 
than is being drawn from it. It has far more power 
than men are utilizing. Even among Christians it is 
a neglected Book. We substitute everything for it,— 
missionary activity, education, literature, the daily news- 
paper, social schemes. But none of these can build 
Godlike. characters. None of these can satisfy our 
deepest longings. We mourn our spiritual leanness, 
yet how scantily we partake of the abundant nourish- 
ment there is in God’s Word, and how feeble we are 
as a result! Let us beware how we neglect this Book 
of books. 

We Protestants glory in our slogan, “ The Bible, and 
the Bible only.” But how empty are such words when 
we content ourselves with only a smattering of Biblical 
knowledge; when we teach so little of it to our chil- 
dren; when we read so much about it, and so little in 
it; when we neglect its counsel in our home life and 
friendships; when we are indifferent to its principles 
in our daily thoughts; when we are swayed by super- 
stition and skepticism and prejudice until our practice 
is a far distance from our belief. There is too much 
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diluted Bible in what professes to be Christian teach- 
ing; too much adulterated Bible in mixing God’s truth 
with man’s errors; too much distorted Bible, pervert- 
ing its letter to support doctrines altogether contrary 
to its teachings; and altogether too little fidelity to 
“the Bible, and the Bible only.” 


Make the Bible Supreme 

Make the Bible supreme, then, in the life. It is 
effectual in secret prayer and communion with God. 
Prayer brings light upon God’s Word, and the Word 
throws light on prayer. There is no better moral 
attitude, no better mental fitness for searching the 
Scriptures of Truth, than is obtained at the throne 
of grace in conversation with its divine Author. 

Make the Bible supreme in study and research. The 
wealth of its spiritual treasures is most accessible to 
devout, habitual pondering. Prophecy, history, law, 
proverbs, parables, hymns, Gospels, epistles, are all 
here before you. Where is there a more fascinating 
course of study than this? 

Make the Bible supreme in meditation. There is no 
choicer field than this. Daily communion with it will 
expand our views of God, of ourselves, of all mankind, 
and of the universe. It builds up moral fiber, and pro- 
vides an incentive to aspire to, and power to reach, 
perfection. Nothing can compare with its precepts and 
doctrines, its contemplation of sublime themes, its beau- 
tiful harmonies, its pensive threnodies, its songs of 
rapture, its inimitable narratives. 

Make the Bible supreme in the home. It will be to 
the family a voice from heaven, a stronghold in temp- 
tation, a solace in grief, a standard of purity, a safe- 
guard of morals, a bond of unity and peace, and the 
oracle and guide through the difficulties and perils of 
mortal life. No matter how lowly and humble the 


The Study of the Book 121 


home may be, with the open Bible there, it has a light 
from heaven and an atmosphere of contentment and 
love. 


The One Source of Saving Knowledge 


Make the Bible supreme in the church. Apostasy 
and corruption are the certain results of a failure in 
the church to maintain direct intimacy with the Word 
of life. Straying away from the one source of saving 
knowledge, there follows a declension of faith and 
practice. If a high state of spiritual life is expected 
in the church, it must be obtained by a close and inti- 
mate acquaintance with the truth of the Holy Scriptures. 

The quickening instrument in all the great revivals 
of the church has been the Bible. The church can never 
preserve itself from fatal inroads of false doctrines 
and low morals without the diligent use of the oracles 
of God. In proportion as this Book is pushed into the 
background, the church will sink into corruption. No 
church is so impoverished, no matter how rich it may 
be in material things, as the church which is suffering 
from a famine of the Word of God. The church can 
spare its magnificent buildings, its organizations and 
activities, its literature and its wealth, and its eccle- 
siastical grandeur, far better than it can spare the 
Word of life. If the church is to exert its rightful 
influence on a world lost in sin, it must wield the 
power of the Scriptures to a degree far beyond that 
now displayed. 

Make the Bible supreme in the pulpit. It is the 
bread from heaven with which Christ’s ministers are 
to feed their flock. Let them have “the sincere milk 
of the Word.” Nothing provides such an antidote to 
fanaticism, such a corrective of false Christianity, as 
the Bible. Nothing else is to be substituted for it. Let 
the ministers of God carry out their orders to “ preach 
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A GREAT DECISION 


With the help of God, I am resolved from this day, at the beginning of my college 
life, to make the Bible the foundation of my studies and the guiding star of my life, 
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the word.” Anything else is a betrayal of sacred trust, 
and places in the utmost peril the souls under their 
care. Themes that are not Biblical do not make wise 
unto salvation. It is by the inspired Scriptures that 
men of God are thoroughly furnished unto all good 
works. It is by the Word of God that men are drawn 
from their wanderings into the ‘“ good way,” where 
they “shall find rest” unto their souls. If the work 
of God is to advance from strength to strength and 
from conquest to conquest, the inspired Word must be 
enthroned in the seat of instruction, and the everlast- 
ing gospel must be preached from the pulpit. 


Supreme in Education 


Make the Bible supreme in education. It has been 
banned, and perhaps properly, from the schools of the 
world, which are not designed to, and cannot, train 
men to be subjects of the kingdom of heaven. But 
the Bible must not be disparaged in schools of Chris- 
tian learning. Above all, it must have effective play 
in the Sabbath school, and not be crowded out by sec- 
ular themes. It should not be perfunctorily handled 
and taught, but with clear understanding and _ intelli- 
gence explained and lovingly pressed home to the heart. 
Only so can our youth be rightly trained. Only so can 
the manhood and womanhood of the race be leavened 
with wholesome principles. 


Supreme in the Life 


Make the Bible supreme in every life. This will 
lead to that righteousness by which a nation is exalted. 
Without the Bible there would have been no Protes- 
tant Christianity. Without Protestant Christianity 
there would have been no such freedom in the world 
as we see today, nor the commerce, the industries, the 
wealth, the progress of civilization. Its teachings pene- 
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trate the consciences of millions. Because of its pres- 
ence the vicious are less vicious; crime, if not checked, 
is restrained; moral principles are diffused among every 
class; atheism is driven back by the knowledge of God; 
and the powers of evil are held in leash. Let a people 
exalt the Bible and its divine teachings in their lives, 
and that nation will be founded on the truth and 
justice of God. 

The intrinsic worth of the Bible was never greater 
than it is today. Its beneficent influence was never 
needed more than it is now. Among those nations that 
sit in darkness and the shadow of death, its light is 
urgently needed. To the millions who know not God 
it brings news of a loving heavenly Father. To the 
sin-cursed and hopeless of every nation it brings the 
glad tidings that “ Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners,” and that He “is able also to save them 
to the uttermost that come unto God by Him.” Its 
“ good tidings of great joy” are to be taken into all the 
world. It does not belong to any class or nation; it is 
not the monopoly of the preacher or student, it belongs 
to the millions of all races and peoples. They are en- 
titled to it. And the church of Christ is bound by its 
fundamental principles never to rest until the Bible and 
its glorious message of salvation and the coming king- 
dom of Christ, are within the reach of every man 
throughout all the world. 

Those of us who have it, how we should cherish, 
love, meditate in, and appropriate to ourselves its im- 
mense wealth of knowledge and _ instruction — that 
wisdom which “cannot be gotten for gold, neither shall 
silver be weighed for the price thereof.” 


Every Man in His Own Tongue 


An alphabetical list of the languages and dialects in which the Bible, as a whole or in part, 
has been published. The list complete stood at 835 on June 30, 1925. Of this number, 
820 are preserved in the library of the British and Foreign Bible Society, London. The re- 
maining fifteen are known to exist, though copies have not been secured by this society, through 
whose courtesy we are able to make this list complete. 


10. Albanian (Ghee) 
1}, Albanian (Gheg of Scutari) 
12, Albanian (Sicilian) 

13 Albanian (Tosk) 

14, Alfuor (Pakewa) 

15. Alfuor (Totembo'a) 


25, Arabic (Algerian) 
26, Arabic (Ezyptian) 
27 Assbie (JudecN  Afnca) 
28. Arabic (Maltese) 
29 Arabic (Moonsh) 
30 Arabic (Tums) 


38, Amoeaan (Modern, Wester) 
39. Ashanu (Fanti) 

40. Ashach (Twi) 

4). Assamese 


53. Besa of Camerooa 

54. Basque (Biscayan) 

55. Basque (Central) 

56, Basque (East Low Navarrese) 
57. Basque (Guipuzcoaa) 

58, Basque (Labowcho) 

59, Basque (/angaiion ) 


60. Basque (Souletin) 
61 Basque (South High Navarrese) 
62, Basque (Spanish Navarrexe) 
63. Basque (Vanour Dialects) 
64, Bassa of Liberia 
65. Batta 

66, Batta (Karo) 

67. Brtta (Toba) 

68. Beaver 

69; Bemba 

70. Bena 

71 Benga 

72. Benga 

73. Bengal (Musalmani) 
74. Bhatnen 

75, Bhili (Central) 

76. Bhul (Souther) 
77 Brot 

76. Bihan (Bheypun) 
79. Bihan (Kortha) 
60. Bihan (Magahi) 
81 Biban (Masthili) 
62 Bihan (Nagpuria) 
83. Bunandere 

#4. Blackfoot 

85 Blas 

86, Bobangy 

87 Bodo 

88. Bogos 

89 Bobeman 

9. Bonder 

1 Brahw 

92. Breton (Comouaille) 
93. Breton (Léon) 

94. Breton (Tréguer) 
95 Breton (Vannes) 
96. Bnbn 

97 Bugis 

98, Bugotu 

99, Bulganan 

100, Bullom 

10) Bulu 

102, Bura 

103, Burmese 

104, Burum 

105. Bwaidoga 

106. Cakchiquel 

107. Cambodian 

106. Carib 

109. Chaga 

110. Chakma 

IIL. Chaldee 

112. Chamorro 

113. Chawi 

114, Chekin’ 

115. Cheremiss (High) 
116, Cheremiss (Low) 
117. Cherotee 

118, Chikuoda 


119, Chin (North) 

120. Chin (N. Thado Kuki) 
121. Chin (South) 

122. Chun (N. Thado Vaiphei) 
123, Chinese (Amoy) 

124. Chinese (Canton) 

125. Chinese (Easy Wenli) 
126. Chinese (Feochow) 

127 Chinese (Hasan) 

128, Chinese (Hakka) 

129. Chinere (Hakka, Woking fu) 
130. Chinese (Hangchow) 

13) Chinese (Hankow) 

132. Chinese (High Wenli) 
133. Chinese (Hinghua) 

134, Chinese (Krenning) 

135, Chinese (Kienyang) 

136, Chinese (Kinhwa) 

137 Chinese (N- Mandann, Kiaotung) 
138, Clunere (N- Mandan, Shantung) 
139 Chinese (N- Mandarin, Peking) 
140. Chinese (S. Mandarin, Nanking) 
14}. Chinese (Ningpo) 

142, Chinese (Sankiamg) 

143. Chinese (Shanghai) 

144° Chinese (Shaown) 

145. Chinese (Soochow) 

146. Chinese (Swatow) 

147 Chinese (Taichow) 

148. Chinese (Tingchow) 

149. Chinese (Wenchow) 

(50. Chinook 

151 Chipewyan 

152. Chippewa 

153. Choctaw 

154, Chokwe 

155. Choph 

156, Chuana (Relong) 

157 Chuana (Tlapi) 

158, Chungchia 

159 Coptic (Bohawic) 

160, Coptic (Middle Egyptian) 
161 Coptic (Sahidic) 

162. Cornish 

163. Cree (Coastal) 

164. Cree (Eastern) 

165, Cree (Moose) 

166, Cree (Western) 

167) Dakota 

168. Danish 

169 Daui 

170. Delaware 

171 Diert 

172 Digo 

173, Dimasa 

174. Doby 

175 Duala 

176, Duke of York Island 

177 Dutch 


178 Dutch Creole 

179. Dyak (Land) 

180, Dyak (Neaju) 

181 Dyak (Sea) 

162. Efate 

183. Efk 

184, Eleku 

185. English 

186, English (Cornush) 

187. English (Cumberland) 

188, English (Cumberland, Central) 
189. English (Devoeshire) 

190. English (Devonshire, East) 
191. Engluh (Dorset) 

192, English (Durham) 

193. Enghsh (Lancashire, Bolton) 
194, Englsh (Lancashue, North) 
195. Engluh (Norfolk) 

196. English (Northumberland) 
197, English (Northumberland, Neweastle) 
198, English (Northumberland, Tyneude) 
199. English (Seuttish Lowland) 
200, English (Soroerset) 

201 English (Sussex) 

202. English (Westmorland) 

203, English (Wiltshue, North) 
204, English (Yorkshite, Craven) 
205. English (Yorkthite, North) 
206, English (Yorkshire, Sheffield) 
207. Enghsh (Yorkshure, West) 
208. Eps (Baki) 

209, Ept (Bieria) 

210. Ep (Lewo) 

211 Eps (Tasiko) 

212, Eromanga 

213. Eskimo (Alaska) 

214, Eskimo (Aleut, Atka Dialect) 
215, Eskimo (Aleut, Unalaska Dialect) 
216, Eskimo (Aleut, Kadiak Dialect) 
217 Eskimo (Bath Land) 

218. Eskimo (Greenland) 

219, Eskimo (Labrador) 

220, Eskimo (Mackenzie River) 
221. Eskimo (Ungava) 

222, Esperanto 

223. Estonian (Dorpat) 

224, Estonian (Reval) 

225. Eahiopic 

226. Ewe. 

227. Falasha Kara 

228, Fang of Cabun 

229, Fang of Ogowé 

230, Fanting 

231. Faror 

232. Femande Pe 

233. Fiji 

234. Finnish 

235. Finnish (Karel) 

236, leash’ 
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237. Florida Island 

238, Fon 

239, Formosan 

240, Frankish 

241 Freoch 

242, French (Amiens) 

243. French (Auvergne) 

244 French (Bourgogne) 
245, French (Dominica) 

246, French (Franche Comté) 
247 French (Grasse) 

248. French (Guernsey) 

249. French (Provencal, La Salle) 
250, French (Mouritus Creole) 
25). Freach (Various Dialects) 
252, French (Provencal, Ancient) 
253, Freach (Provencal. Manile)) 
254, French (Saintonge) 

255. French (Toulouse) 

256, French (Vaudois, Ancient) 
257. French (Vaudois, Modern) 
258, Frisian x 
259. Fula (Adamawa) 

260, Futuoa 

261 Gaelic 

262. Galela 

263 Galla (Bararetta) 

264 Galla (Central) 

265. Galla (Ittu) 

266, Galla (Nonth) 

267 Galla (South Shoo) 

268 Ganda” 

269, Gang 

270, Garo (Abeng) 

271 Garo (Achik) 

272. Gari (Gyensyen) 

273. Gbari (Yamma) 

274. Georgian 

275 German 

276. German (Transylvanian) 
277 German (Zutich) 

278, Gilbert Islands 

279, Giryama 

280, Gina 

281 Gogo 

282 Gondi (Chhindwara) 

283. Gondi (Koi) 

284. Condi (Mondla) 

285 Gothic 

286, Grebo 

287 Greek (Ancient) 

288, Greek (Modern) 

289, Ga (Alada) 

290 Guadalcanas (Vatarangs) 
291 Guadaleanar (Lowy) 

292 Guarani 

293 Gujarat 

294 Gvjaran (Pari) 


299. Haya 

300. Hebrew 

301 Herero 

302. Heso 

303. Hidatsa 

304, Hindi (Awadhi) 
305, Hindi (Bagheli) 
306. Hind: (Braj Bhasha) 
307. Hindi (Chhattisgarh) 
308. Hindi (Dakhini) 
309. Hindi (High) 

310, Hindi (Kansuji) 
311. Hindi (Urdu) 


312, Hmar 

313 Ho 

314 Houalou 

315, Hungarian 

316. Ibanag 

317 Ibo (Isuama) 

318 Ibo (Lower) 

319 Ibo (Ungwana) 
320 Ibo (Upper) 

321 Icelandic 

322. Ido 

323, Mugao 

324 Igabo (Isoko) 

325 Igala 

326, Igbira 

327 Igorot (Boatoc) 
328. jo (Nipbi) 

329 Ijo (Patani) 

330 Ia 

331 Hocano 

332. Interlingue 

333 Iregwe 

334. Irish 

335. Iroquois 

336. Isubu 

337 Malian 

338, Italian (Bergamasco) 
339 Italian (Bolognese) ” 
340, Italian (Calabrian) 
341 Malian (Corsican) 
342 Italian (Frioulan) 
343. Italian (Genoese) 
344. Italian (Milanese) 
345, Italian (Neapolitan) 
346, Italian (Piedmontese) 
347. Malian (Romagnuolo) 
348, Italian (Roman) 
349 Italian (Sardinian, Caglisrtan) 
350, Italian (Sardinian, Lagudorese) 
351 Malan (Sardinian, Sassarese) 
352. Italian (Sardinian, Tempiese) 
353 Nahan (Sicilian) 
354, Italian (Venetian) 
355. Jaba 

356, Jabim 

357 Japanese 

358. Japanese (Luchu) 
359 Javanese 

360. Jieng (Bor) 

361 Jieng (Chich) 

362. Jieng (Dinka) 

363. Jolof (Gambia) 
364. Jolof (Senegal) 
365. Jukun (Dongs) 
366, Jukun (Wukari) 
367. Kabyle (Greater) 
368. Kabyle (Lesser) 
369, Kachin (North) 
370. Kachin (South) 
371, Kaguw : 
372. Kalaia 

373. Kamba 

374, Kamu 

375. Kanatese 

376, Kanarese (Badags) 
377. Kanauri 

378, Kanuri 

379 Karanga 

380 Karen (Bghai) 

381 Karen (Pwo) 

382. Karen (Sgaw) 
383. Kashmiri 

384, Kate 


390. Khondi (Ganjam) 


398, 

399 Kongo (Buende) 
400. Kongo (Cataract) 
401 Kongo (San Salvador) 
402 Konjo 
0: 


Kpelle 
407 Kroo 
408 Kuanyama 
409 Kuba (Inkongo) 
410 Kunama 
AML Kuranko 
412 Kurdish (Kermanshata) 
413. Kurdish (Kurmanji) 
414 Kurdish (Mukri) 
415 Kurku 
416. Kurukh 
417 Kusae 
418, Kwaguil 
419 Ladakh 
420. Laewomba 
421 Lahnda 
422 Lahuli (Bunan) 
423, Lahu (Manchad) 
424 Labuh (Tinan) 
425 Laka 
426, Lakher 
427 Lakona 
428 Lamba 
429 Lapp (Finnish) 
430 Lapp (Norwegian) 
431 Lapp (Russian) 
432 Lapp (Swedish) 
433 Latgalian 
434 Latin 
435 Lenje 
436 Lengua 
437 Lepcha 
438 Lettish 
439 Lifu 
440 Limba 
441 Lina (Eastern) 
442. Lisa (Westen) 
443 Lithuanian 
444° Lithuanian (Samogity 
445. Livonian (Easter) 
446. Lavonian (Western) 


462. Mabuiag 


463 


464. 
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Mabuiag (Saibai) 
facassar 


Madurese 


466, Maewo 
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Mafur 


468. Magh: 


Maily 

Makua_ 

Makusha 

Malagasy 

Malagasy (Tsimihety) 
Malay (Baba) 
Malay (High) 


. Malay (Low) 


Malayalam 
Malekula (Ahamb) 
Malekula (Aulua) 
Malekula (Kuliviu) 
Malekula (Meaun) 
Malekula (Orierh) 
Malekula (Pangkumu) 
Malekula (Sinesip) 
Malekula (Uripiv) 
Maliseet 

Malo 

Malto 

Mambwe 

Manchu 

Manda 

Mandan 

Mande 

Manipur 

Manus Island 
Manx 

Manyan 

Maont 

Mapudungu 
Marathy 

Marathi (Konkani) 
Maré 

Marquesas 
Marshall Islaods 
Masai 

Masarcte 
Massachusetts 
Mawhen 

Maye 

Mbunda 

Mbundu of Benguella 
Mbundu of Loands 
Meh 

Mende 

Mentawet 

Mer 

Meru 

Mexican 

Miso (Chuan) 
Miao (Hwa) 
Micmac 

Micmac (Abenaquiy 


. Mikir 
|. Mohawk 


Mongo: 


. Mongo (Nkundu) 


Mongoban (Buriat) 


}. Mongolian (Kalmah) 


Mongolian (Khalka) 


). Mongolian (Literary) 


Mordod (Ersa) 
Mordof (Moksha) 
Mosi 


Every Man in His Own Tongue 


537. Mote 612 Paama 687 Santa Crux 
538. Mota 613. Pahari (Chambiali) 688 Santa Cruz (Reef Islands) 
539, Mpama 614 Pahari (Garhwali, Srinagana) 689. Santali 
540. Mpoto 615 Pahan (Garhwali, Tehri) 690 Santo (East) 
541. Mukawat 616, Pahan (Jaunsari) 691 Santo (Northeast) 
542, Munchi 617 Pahan (Kumaoni) 692, Santo (Northwest) 
543. Mundsn 618 Pahan (Nepali) 693 Santo (South) 
544, Muskoki 619 Pahan (Palpa) 694 Santo (Southwest) 
545 Mwala (Fiv) 620, Pali 695. Sena 
546. Mwala (Lau) 621 Palityas 696, Seneca 
547 Mwala (Malu) 622 Pampangan 697. Sengele 
548. Mwala (Sea) 623 Panmet 698, Senji 

. Mwamba 624. Pangasinan 699 Serbian 
550. Naga (Angami) 625 Panjabi 700. Shambalo 
551, Naga (Ao) 626 Panjabi (Dogri) 701 Shan 
552. Naga (Tangkhul) 627 Panjabi (Musalmani) 702 Shawnee 
553, Nama 628, Pashto 703. Shitha (Central) 
554, Namau 629 Patpatar 704 Shilha (North) 
555. Namwanga 630, Pedi. 705. Shilha (South) 
556, Narrinyert 631 Perm. 706 Shilluk 
557 Nowra 632. Penian 707 Shona 
558. Navaho 633 Pokomo 708. Shona (Swins) 
559. Ndaw 634 Polish 709 Siamese 
560, Ndonga 635 Polish Russian 710, Siamese (Laotian E.) 
501 Negro-English 636. Ponape 711 Siamese (Laotian W.) 
562. New Britain 637. Ponerihiouen 712, Siamese (Laotian Tai Lu) 
563 Nex Percez 638. Popo 713: Siamese (Laotian Tas Ya) 
564 Ngala (Bangala) 639. Portuguese 714, Sihong 
565 Ngala (Lingua Franca) 640 Portuguese (Gahcan) 715 Sindh 
566. Neala (Uele) 641 Portuguese (Indo-Portuguese) 716. Sindht (Kachchhi) 
567 Ngandu 642 Pato 717 Sinhalese 
568. ‘Ngombe 643 Pottawotom 718. Sintabele 
569 Ngonr 644 Puthsu 719 Slave 
570, Ngumbs 645 Quechua (Bolivian) 720. Slavome 
571 Nguna Tongoa 646 Quechua (Ecuadorean) 721 Slovak 
572. Nias 647 Quechua (Hyanuco) 722. Slovenian 
573, Nicobarese (Car) 643. Quechua (Peruvian) 723. Slovensan (Hungaro-Slovenan) 
574. Nicobarese (Nancowry) 649 Quiché 724 Soya 
575, Nishga 650 Rabha 725, Shot 
576, Nive 651 Raga 726 Somali (Ogaden: Har) 
577 Nkole 652, Ragetta 727 Sponuh 
$78, Nobonob 653, Ragolt 728 Spanwsh (Asturian) 
579 Norwegian 654 Rajasthan (Bikaneri) 729. Spanssh (Catalan) 
580. Norwegian Folkemast 655. Rayastham (Harauti) 730 Span (Curacao) 
581 Now 656, Rayasthant (Jaipun) 731 Spanish (Judeco-Spanish) 
582. Nsenga 657 Rajasthan (Malvi) 732 Sukuma 
583 Ntumba 658 Rayasthans (Marwan) 753. Sumbanese 
58 Nubian (Findidja) 659 Rayastham (Mewan) 734 Sundanese 
585 ubian (Kunuzs) 660, Rarotonga 735 Sura 
Su lupe 661 Romansch (Lower Engacie) 736, Susu 
58 Nyamwent 662 Romansch (Oberland) 37 Suto 
588 Nyanya (Eastern) 663 Romansch (Upper Engadine) 738 Swahili (Central) 
589 Nyanja (Southern) G64 Romany (Bulganan) 739 Swahili (Itun) 
500 Nyanja (Wevtern) 665 Romany (Germon) 740 Swahili (Southern) 
591 (Nyika of Kenya (Rabai) 666, Romany (Spannh) 741 Swaluli (Western) 
$92. Nvika of Kenya (Ribe) 67 Ronga 742 Swedish 
593 Nyjka (Nyasa) 665, Roth 743 Synac (Ancient) 
594. Nyore 9 Rotuma 744 Syriac (Modern? 
595. Nyoro 670 Rowan 745 Tabaru “1 
596, Omo 671 Ruonda 746, Tagalog 
597 Omyene (Galwa) 672. Rok TAT. Tahiti 
598 Omyene (Mponawe) 673 Rukuba 748 Taita (Dabida) 
599 Oneida 674 Rumanan 749 Taita (Sagalla) 
600, Ono 675. Rumanian (Macedonian) 750. Talaing 
01 Opa (Neuundui) 676. Russian (Great) 75) Tamil 
602. Opa (Waluringi) 677 Ruthenian 752 Tangale 
603 Ora 678, Samaritan 753. Tanna (Northeast) 
604. Oriya 679 Samoa 754 Tanna (Southeast) 
605 Drokolo 680. San Cnytoval (Aron) 755 Tanna (Southwest) 
606. Osage 681 San Cnstoval (Baro) 756, Taungthy 
607 Onete 682. San’Cnstoval (Fagan) 757, Tavara 
608, Ostiak 683. San Cnsloval (Wango) 758. Taveta 
609 Ovo 684 Sangir (Great) 759, Tehe 
610. Otom 685. Sangu (Sisow) 760 Telugu 
611 Ontawe 686 Sambeit 76) Temne 
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762, Tero 

763 Tetela 

To4. Thongs 

765 Tibetan 

766, Tieré 

767 Tigrinya 

768. Toaripi, 

769. Tobelor 

770 Toda 

771 Tonga of Inhambane 
772. Tonga of Lake Nyas 
773 Tonga of Tonga Islands 
774 Tonga of Zambes! 

775. Torres Island 

776, Towa 

777 Tubetube 

778, Tukudh 

779 Tul 

780. Tumbuka 

781 Turkish (Azerbaijani) 
782 Turkish (Bashkir) 

783. Turkish (Chuvash) 
784 Turkish (Jagatai) 

785 Turkish (Karaite) 
786, Turkish (Kashgar) 

787 Turkwh (Kazan) 

788 Turkish (Kirghiz, W.) 
789 Turkish (E. Kirghiz, Altai) 
790. Turkish (Kumoh) 

791 Turlash (Noga) 

792 Turkh (Osmanli) 
793 Turkish (Uzbek) 

794 Turkish (Yakut) 

795 Ubu 
796. Udin 
797 Ulawa 
798 Umon 
77 Uvea 
800 Uvea (Wal 
801 Valiente 
802 Vejor 
803. Vella Layella (Bilua) 
804 Venda 

805. Visayan (Cebuan) 
806 Visayan (Panayan) 
807. Visayan (Sainareiio) 
808, Vogul 

809 -Volapuh 

610 Votiak 

811 Waja 

812 Wedav 

813, Webbh 

814 Wend (Lower) 
815 Wend (Upper) 
B16. Windessi 

817. Winnebago 

818, Wiz 

619 Wiza (Lala 
820. Workum 

621 Xow 

822, Yohgan 

623. Yalunks 

824, Yao 

825 Yaunde 

826. Yergum 

827 Yiddish 

828, Yoruba 

629, Zande 

830. Zapotec 

831 Zia 

832. Zigula 

833. Zimshian 

834 Ziryen 

835 Zulu 
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KI SAW ANOTHER ANGEL FLY IN THE MIDST 
BN’) oF HEAVEN, HAVING THE EVERLASTING 
GOSPEL TO PREACH UNTO THEM THAT DWELL ON 
THE EARTH, AND TO EVERY NATION, AND KINDRED, 
AND TONGUE, AND PEOPLE, SAYING WITH A LOUD 
VOICE, FEAR GOD, AND GIVE GLORY TO HIM; FOR 
THE HOUR OF HIS JUDGMENT IS COME: AND 
WORSHIP HIM THAT MADE HEAVEN, AND EARTH, 
AND THE SEA, AND THE FOUNTAINS OF WATERS. 
Rey. 14: 6, 7, 
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“HOW READEST THOU?” 


‘« Ty is one thing to read the Bible through, 


Another thing to read to learn and do. 

Some read it as their duty once a week, 

But no instruction from the Bible seek. 

Some read to bring themselves into repute, 
By showing others how they can dispute; 
While others read because their neighbors do, 
To see how long ‘twill take to read it through. 
Some read it for the wonders that are there, 
How David killed a lion and a bear; 

While others read it with uncommon care, 
Hoping to find some contradictions there! 
One reads with father’s specs upon his head, 
And sees the thing just as his father said. 
Some read to prove a preadopted creed,— 
Hence understand but little that they read; 
For every passage in the book they bend 

To make it suit that all-important end! 

Some people read, as I have often thought, 
To teach the book instead of being taught. 

So many people in these latter days, 

Have read the Bible in so many ways 

That few can tell which system is the best, 
For every party contradicts the rest! 

But read it prayerfully, and you will see, 
Although men contradict, God’s words agree. 
For what the early Bible prophets wrote, 

We find that Christ and His apostles quote: 
So trust no creed that trembles to recall 
What has been penned by one and verified by all.” 
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